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We just celebrated our Annual Easter 
Egg hunt, and many families enjoyed the 
beautiful Sunday afternoon at Tillery Park. 
The rain postponed us from Saturday to 
Sunday, but the overall weather was fan-
tastic. We divided the kids into under four 
and five to ten years of age. We had cook-
ies, lemonade, and a petting zoo. Thanks 
so much to Laurie George and Abby Os-
walt for planning and putting it on, and a 
big thanks to Brooke Macko for coming out 
and taking such great-looking pictures of 
the event and the families. 

It’s that time again . . . a new board, which 
means it is time for a few wonderful peo-
ple to step up and help by volunteering to 
serve on your BPA board. Jeff Whitfield 
is an amazing person and will take great 
care of his board and the neighborhood, 
but he cannot do it all himself. He needs 

some able-bodied folks to volunteer to 
serve with him on the board. Now I know 
that this isn’t glamorous, and we are all 
very busy; however without a strong BPA, 
our neighborhood will suffer. We need a 
strong BPA to advocate for the neighbor-
hood and, more importantly, to continue 
the tradition that is Berkeley. Numerous 
studies show that great neighborhoods 
come together through social activities, 
friendships, and a mutual caring for each 
other and the neighborhood. Without the 
BPA, Berkeley would not be what it is. 

I know you are reading this, thinking “not 
me… I have kids, a job, elderly parents or 
spouse, or whatever,” but I am talking to 
you. You are needed. If everyone used that 
same excuse, we wouldn’t have a board. 
The board right now is made up of peo-

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
DARIEN GEORGE, BPA PRESIDENT

(Continued on page 2) 
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ple who all have busy lives. Please 
continue the tradition of a strong 
BPA board by considering serving 
as treasurer, secretary, or vice-pres-
ident. I know that Jeff will appreciate 
it, and so will your neighbors. 

A great segway—talking about a 
strong BPA leads me into my next 
discussion and concern of late. A 
number of recent decisions have 
been made and voted on, after which 
I have gotten calls and emails from 
neighbors expressing, in hindsight, 
that they are upset about the final 
decision. The board does its best to 
inform the neighborhood of every-
thing that is going on, any decisions 
that are being discussed, and to try 
and provide every possible avenue 
for neighbors to be involved in the 
process. I would like everyone to un-

derstand that there is a process, and 
if you choose not to read the Buzz 
or the Poobah or not to show up to 
the BPA meetings, you have chosen 
not to be informed and participate 
in the process. Service on the board 
is a voluntary commitment that we 
make with no perks, strictly out of a 
sense of duty to the neighborhood. 
It is not any board person’s duty to 
come speak to anyone personally 
about something that is happening 
in the neighborhood, whether it is 
about the zoo traffic plan, stop signs 
being installed, or no-parking signs 
going up on a street. The board is 
not here to be any one person’s serv-
ant but rather to serve the neighbor-
hood as best it can with the spare 
time that members have. So please, 
if you have concerns about any-
thing, read your Poobah, read the 

Buzz, and show up to BPA meetings. 
If you cannot attend a BPA meeting, 
then you may write your opinion to 
the board as well. 

Finally, I am very proud and excited 
to represent the neighborhood at the 
upcoming national Neighborhood 
USA conference to compete for the 
National Neighborhood of the Year 
Award. We should all be proud of 
this honor. In fact, I would like to have 
a contest to design a t-shirt for the 
neighborhood. Anyone that has ides 
for a great t-shirt slogan, design, or 
image, please send to me. We will 
host a contest where we will choose 
the winner—An adult winner will re-
ceive a nice bottle of wine; an under 
twenty-one will receive a $50 gift 
card. The deadline for entries will be 
the last day in May, Friday May 31st. 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER, CONTINUED

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools®, Balanced Learning®, and The Leader in Early Education and Care® 
are registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2018 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

Compassion is a lesson 
that can’t be unlearned.
The first years of a child’s life are crucial to discover 

empathy and develop emotional intelligence. Our 

Balanced Learning® approach sparks these lightbulb 

moments, helping children to become caring adults.

The Leader in Early Education and Care®

Infants – Pre-Kindergarten and After School
Berkeley Place residents, Glenn Hadsall and Christi Brownlow are excited 
to bring additional early education and care to the Fort Worth community.
Call for a tour!

Primrose School of Fort Worth West
3777 Westridge Ave., Fort Worth, TX 76116
817.223.3451
PrimroseFortWorthWest.com
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BY LESLIE HUNT

JUST CALL HIM DAN
As I walked up to the front door at 2008 Pembroke Drive, 
I could not help but chuckle at the doormat that read “I 
hope you like dogs.” I thought to myself, “Well, what if 
I’m at cat person? Can we still be friends?” I didn’t ask 
this question aloud, but if I had, I am confident Christen 
would have answered with a resounding yes. I say this 
because Christen was once a veterinary technician. And 
one who has the heart to work as a vet tech has a heart 
that loves all animals.  

Christen and her husband, Danny/ Sheridan /Dan, 
moved to Berkeley from nearby Mistletoe Heights. Wait…
what should you call the husband? It depends on how 
you know him. If you know the hubby from childhood, 
you might call him Danny. If you know him from work, 
you might call him by his God-given name of Sheridan 
(more distinctive and unique). And if you meet him in the 
neighborhood, like I did, you can just call him Dan.  

Christen and Dan moved into their beautiful Pembroke 
home about four weeks ago. They have two dogs—Ber-
nard (a Pug) and Gretta (a Rottweiler). They instantly 
enjoyed meeting their neighbors and getting settled into 
their new surroundings. Even though they lived in near-
by Mistletoe before moving to Berkeley, this is the first 
place they purchased together as a married couple.  

The house where they previously lived was one that 
Dan purchased in 2009 before meeting Christen. He had 
moved to Fort Worth from Virginia for work and select-
ed Mistletoe Heights as his home base due to frequent 
visits to area hospitals. Dan has a degree in biochemis-
try from Virginia Tech. He performs quality control and 
service work for Bio-Tech Services at various hospitals, 
including JPS and Cook Children’s.  

Christen is a licensed marriage and family therapist with 
her own private practice. She received her undergradu-
ate degree in psychology from the University of North 
Texas and earned her graduate degree in marriage and 
family therapy from Texas Wesleyan University. Chris-
ten grew up in North Richland Hills, so she is native to 
this area, but she ventured to places like Austin and 
Portland, Oregon in her twenties. While living in Austin, 
she embraced the music scene and enjoyed all the city 
had to offer. And while living in Portland, she expanded 
her love for the outdoors.  

Christen and Dan’s first date took place along Mag-
nolia Avenue. They had pizza at the Chimera Brewing 

Co. on Magnolia (Fort Brewery and Pizza’s predeces-
sor) followed by live music at what was then the Live 
Oak Lounge. They immediately knew they had a con-
nection. They dated for a couple of years before mar-
rying in 2017.  

Being outdoors is a passion for both Christen and 
Dan. They love to hike and go camping, often driving 
to their vacation destinations so they can bring along 
their dogs. They enjoy going to national parks and 
would like to visit every national park in the country 
during their lifetime.  

A traditional wedding was not in the cards for these 
two. Rather, they eloped to Lake Tahoe. They were 
married right above Emerald Bay, and after the wed-
ding ceremony, they changed clothes in a car and went 
hiking. They hiked to the top of the mountain and looked 
down onto the area where they said, “I do.”  

Other than hiking and being outside, Christen and Dan 
enjoy live blues shows. They’ll be seeing Gary Clark Jr. 
and Jimmy Vaughn in the not-too-distant future. Both 
love Asian cuisine. Favorite eating places include My 
Lan in Haltom City and Blue Sushi on 7th.  

Please welcome this dynamic duo to Berkeley! 
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MINUTES OF THE BERKELEY PLACE ASSOCIATION

September. The equipment is on the 
north side of the play area.

All direction stop signs now in-
stalled at the intersection of Wind-
sor and Berkeley Place: There was 
discussion of alternate safety solu-
tions for the intersection, including 
keeping the stop sign facing Berke-
ley Place and removing the signs 
facing Windsor. There were state-
ments that unneeded stop signs in-
crease traffic noise and air pollution. 
It was observed that the BPA gives 
up some control when asking the 
city government for help, and that 
continued good relations with city 
traffic engineers could produce an 
improved result. 

New Fiscal Year, Dues are now due 
again.
                                                      
Easter egg hunt scheduled. Please 
bring eggs in to Laurie and Damian 
George’s house.

Next Meeting – Thursday, May 9, 
2019 at 8:00 p.m.  

Adjourned              

The BPA is a finalist for the national 
Neighborhood USA Neighborhood 
of the Year award, having been 
nominated by the City of Fort Worth. 
The city will pay most expenses for 
BPA President Darien George to 
represent us at the Neighborhood 
USA convention and awards cer-
emony in Palm Springs, California, 
May 16–18, 2019. BPA voted at its 
April 2019 meeting to reimburse him 
for some of his reasonable expenses 
for minor items including some food. 

Sidewalk Project: No Update. A few 
segments still need to be completed, 
but available funds may now be ex-
hausted. There was discussion of 
street right-of-way and its relation 
to sidewalks. 

Silent Railroads: No update. The 
city continues to expect completion 
of the three crossings in 2020. Both 
local and Federal government is in-
volved and responding to the BPA. 

Berkeley “Angie’s List” Analog: No 
update. The BPA committee has 
formed. The project will use BPA’s 
new website.

Tillery Park Playground Equipment: 
No update: The city expects to begin 
replacements in April and to finish in 

Call to order: Jeff Whitfield 

Present: Jeff Whitfield, Glenco; Vance 
Laminack, Glenco; Tommy Simmons, 
Windsor; Sarah Pemberton, Dart-
moor; Carie Quijada, Pembroke; Mi-
chael Rabito, Huntington; Ananya 
Majumder & John Hasley, Haw-
thorne; Meg & Gregg Lehman, Wind-
sor; Charles Dreyfus, Park Place

Approval of Minutes: Approved 

Neighborhood Patrol Officer Ray 
Azucena was not present. Citizens 
on Patrol Berkeley volunteer John 
Holmes was not present.

Dues are due. Many households 
have paid since the new BPA web-
site went online in the last month. 
Dues payments by households are 
listed at the BPA website. House-
holds that set up automatic recur-
ring BPA dues payment must sign 
up again to so continue. The Poobah 
often has more treasury details that 
are separate from the minutes. 

Neighborhood USA Miscellaneous 
Expense Reimbursement Approved: 

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2019 AT 8 P.M. AT SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST IN FORT WORTH, TX

MEETING OPENER 

OLD BUSINESSSECURITY UPDATE

ANNOUCEMENTS

NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT

TCU Recreation Center indoor pool located at 3005 Stadium Drive   

Lesson Dates   After school 2 sessions in May May 6-16, May 20-30  2:45pm-5:00pm,   

Morning 2 sessions in June  Session 3 June 3-13,  Session 4 June 17-27  9am-11:15am      

Contact:  Richard  at  Email: sybesmaswim@gmail.com    Mobile: 817-522-2323  
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Hello neighbors,

As my tenure as BPA treasurer winds down, I am sure 
you are all breathing a sigh of relief (as am I). I have 
enjoyed the opportunity to serve our neighborhood in 
this way and have had the pleasure of getting to know 
several of you that I would have most likely never met. 
Thank you for the patience and grace shown to me as 
I struggled through this position. I have been amazed 
at the generosity between neighbors and the pride of 
Berkeley Place. With the increase of dues and the ability 
of neighbors to contribute over and above the optional 
dues amount of $30, we have seen an uptick in collec-
tions for the 2018–2019 fiscal year. Without having 
gone through all the envelopes sent in response to the 
dues letters mailed in March, we have received $8,605 
to date, which is phenomenal! Our current participation 

rate is around 32 percent for the year, but I expect this 
to increase after processing the envelopes. If you have 
mailed a check and also have received a letter request-
ing payment, I must apologize for the mistake on my 
part. Thank you again for the opportunity to serve in this 
role, and I look forward to seeing y’all around the neigh-
borhood for years to come.

TREASURER’S REPORT
BY DAWSON OSWALT

LEAGUE  E S T A T E
R E A L

You’re So Close To Home.
And whether home means a new place
in our own Berkeley Place or anywhere

else in Fort Worth or beyond...

Let’s find your dream together.

LAURA THOMAS
Neighbor, REALTOR®, Friend

817.690.3645 | laura@leagueRE.com
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STANLEY AVENUE BLOCK PARTY
BY NANCY WITT

Thanks to Nancy Witt for sending pictures of the Stanley Avenue Block Party. Kate Cochran 
(north Stanley rep) and Lindsay Childs (south Stanley rep) organized  the April 12 Friday after-
noon event, and Nancy says many young families thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
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BPA EGG HUNT

AROUND THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD
BPA/Mistletoe Heights Pool Party
The BPA/Mistletoe Heights Forest Park Pool Party is set 
for June 15th from 7:00-9:00 p.m.. Popsicles, lemonade, 
and water will be available. Families should bring their 
own towels and are welcome to bring their own snacks 
and (non-alcoholic) drinks.



Heat stroke is a common problem in pets during the Tex-
as summers. Unfortunately, we see more incidents this 
time of year than during the middle of summer.

The symptoms that occur with heat can be mild to fa-
tal, depending on how high the pet’s internal tempera-
ture gets, along with the physical condition of the pet. In 
mild cases, the only signs we may see are a decrease in 
appetite or sluggishness. In slightly more severe cases, 
we’ll see diarrhea, vomiting, and depression. In severe 
cases, the pet will be reluctant to move, unable to catch 
its breath, reluctant or unable to drink, suffer seizures, or 
be comatose. A pet’s temperature (dogs or cats) normal-
ly is between 100.0 and 102.5 degrees Fahrenheit. We 
can start to see minor signs at as low as 104.5 degrees. 
When then temperature gets above 106.0, we can start 
seeing severe signs, seizures, coma, and death. 

Why are we seeing heat issues already? There are sev-
eral possible factors:

The most likely is that at this time of year the humidity is 
much higher than during mid-summer. Since dogs need to 
pant to get rid of excessive heat through panting, it is much 
tougher for them than us, to get rid of it with high humidity. 

Second, when the temperature reaches 80 degrees, it 
feels good to us to get out and be active. Dogs prefer 
cooler weather to be active. And we push them more 
when it feels good to us.

Pets may be out of shape. Since we didn’t take them for 
as many walks during the winter, they have put on some 
pounds. The fat acts as a good insulator, making the body 
retain heat more. Also the extra weight generates more 
heat when moving around.

A pet may have aged significantly since last year. Larger 
dogs could have aged the equivalent of ten human years 
since last summer. As they age, pets have a lower toler-
ance to the heat. 

What to do?
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THE HEAT IS HERE!
BY JOHN MINNERLY, DVM, UNIVERSITY ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Water, water, 
water! Dogs 
have to use 
their mouth 
to cool down. 
Both with 
getting water 
in to replace 
the loss from 
panting and 
from directly cooling down the body via the blood ves-
sels in the mouth and throat.

Soaking the feet. Dogs eliminate a lot of heat through 
their feet also. Hot pavement prevents the elimination of 
some of the heat. So, walk on grass, or in shady areas as 
much as possible. 

Watch the humidity. Anything over 65 percent and 75 
degrees means you need to take it slow. 

Gradually increase activity through the spring and early 
summer. Let them get acclimated to being more active 
and lose a little weight.
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A COMMUNITY 
PAINT-IN
Ever wanted to be an artist? Here’s your chance. 
ON May 11 at 9:00 a.m., Trinity Residence/ Gray 
Star Management will create a mural at the Trin-
ity Park located on Old University Drive behind Ol’ 
South Pancake House. BPA members are invited.to 
participate in this mural project. This will be a per-
fect experience for you to join in and help “PAINT.” 
No experience necessary.  

The program is part of the city’s Graffiti Abatement 
Program which erases graffiti around our great city 
at no charge and collaborates with other entities in 
the community to keep our city clean. 

If you want to take part in the paint-in, contract De-
tra Brown, Graffiti Abatement Program Coordinator, 
817-392-2700 or Detra.brown@fortworthtexas.gov 

Since 2001, a woman named Amy has been design-
ing and laying out the Poobah. All the time I’ve been 
editing, I sent the copy to Amy by email, and promptly 
received a file with the finished format. But I never 
knew anything about Amy. In fact, I conjured up a to-
tally different picture than the reality.

Now Subie Green and I have had lunch and visited 
with her. I can put a face to the name, and I thought 
you might like to know a bit about her too. 

Amy Balamut lives in Burleson with her husband, Les, 
and their four-year-old son, Conner. Amy is a self-em-
ployed freelance designer who works for ministries, 
authors, and companies all over the U.S. She is a 1997 
TCU graduate and worked at the Fort Worth Zoo for 
four years in the marketing department. While there, 
she met Dena Lewis, who asked if she would design 
the Poobah. She worked with several editors—Dena 
Lewis, Christiane Hudman, Randy Means, Phil Wes-
ton, Christiane Dahl, and Mary Dulle—before I took 
over the editorial reins.

Let’s give three cheers for Amy and the great job 
she does.

MEET AMY
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January June 
Prune trees and roses Watch for scale & aphids on crapemyrtles
Prepare garden & flowerbeds Treat web worms on trees and shrubs with
Spray Bonide All Seasons Spray Oil  for Scale Monterey B.t.
on camellias, hollies & euonymus Apply Bonide Infuse or Granules to stop lawn fungus
Plant fruit trees & berries Treat insect problems on lawns or ornamentals 
Plant onions transplants & potatoes with Bonide Eight Insect Control 
Protect tender plants from hard freezes Control fire ants with Amdro or Bayer Fire Ant Killer
Use Calloway’s Tree & Shrub Planting Mix Watch for June bugs (adult grub worms) see July

Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes
February 
Apply weed pre-emergent as recommended July 
Use Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer with Dimension Mid-month treat for grubs with Bayer 24hr Grub Control 
for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed Beater or Bonide Eight Insect Control
Complete Pre-emergent Granules for pre & post control Feed trees and shrubs with Calloway’s Professional 
Plant or transplant trees and shrubs Tree & Shrub Food
Spray dandelions (a broadleaf weed) with Bonide Weed Water pots and hanging baskets daily
Beater Southern or Bonide Ultra Weed Beater Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings

Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes
March
For new lawns apply: August 
  Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10 Treat insect problems with Bonide Eight Insect Control
For mature lawns apply: Water pots and hanging baskets daily
  Calloway’s Premium Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0 Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings
Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil
Spray visible weeds with Bonide Weed Beater Southern September 
Plant spring flowers with Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix, Use Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer with Dimension 
then fertilize with Calloway’s Flower Food for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed Beater 
or Calloway’s Amazing Blooms Complete Pre-emergent Granules for pre & post control
Purchase caladium bulbs For new lawns apply: 
Amend vegetable beds with Calloway’s Organic Compost    Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10
Cut back ornamental grasses before new growth appears For mature lawns apply: 

  Calloway’s Premium Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0
April Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil
Plant spring bulbs Plant fall flowers with Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix
Plant caladium & elephant ear bulbs after the 15th Watch for fungus in lawns and, if necessary, treat with
Feed trees and shrubs with Calloway’s Professional Bonide Infuse Spray or Granules
Tree & Shrub Food Plant fall asters, mums, petunias, and marigolds 
Watch for fungus and brown patch; apply Bonide Infuse
Spray or Granules as needed October
Prune and fertilize with Calloway's Azalea Food Purchase spring bulbs. Tulips and hyacinths must pre chill 
after they bloom for 45 days in refrigeration
Apply Bonide Weed Beater Southern or Bonide Ultra Plant pansies & fertilize with Calloway’s Professional 
Weed Beater to stop broadleaf weeds Pansy Food
Plant spring annuals and perennials with Calloway’s
Flower Bed Mix then fertilize with Calloway’s Flower November 
Food or Calloway’s Amazing Blooms Time to plant wildflower seeds

Plant pansies, flowering cabbage & kale, violas, & cyclamen
May 
Apply 2nd application of pre-emergents for crabgrass December 
and grass burrs Plant tulips & hyacinths using Jobe’s Bone Meal
Apply 2nd application of lawn food to provide nutrients
Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil Prune trees
Apply Sedge Ender for nutsedge Provide food and water for the area's wintering birds 
Spray established weeds with Bonide Weed Beater 
Southern or Bonide Ultra Weed Beater
Time to plant tropical plants

Monthly Lawn & Garden Checklist
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YARD OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our Yard of the Month winners—the Litke 
family at 2025 Ward Parkway. The bright yellow of their col-
umbine flowers stands out as an unusual but gorgeous choice 
for their front yard landscaping. The live oak provides lots of 
nice shade during the hot Texas summers. In addition, potted 
plants, hostas, and lots of greenery on either side of the front 
door welcome you to their lovely home.  

Thank you to the Litke family for keeping Berkeley beautiful 
and to Calloway’s for sponsoring our yard of the month pro-
gram. Be sure to visit Calloway’s for all your gardening needs.  

BY JENNI COLE
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Ruth Story
Broker Associate
Listing Specialist
817.992.9232
Ruth@KWStoryGroup.com

Kati Van Cleave
Buyer Specialist

New Construction Specialist
817.992.6817

Kati@KWStoryGroup.com
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flowers. We loved the mixture of Indian Paintbrush 
amongst the Lupines with a backdrop of farm fences, 
tractors, barns, and horses. There are not many places 
to pull over to take photos as there is no shoulder on 
the roads, so you have to pull off at private entrances. 
We were lucky we only encountered a handful of others 
who chose to make the drive and were able to stop at 
several spots to take photos.  

Ennis, Texas was designated by the 1997 Texas Legis-
lature as the Official Bluebonnet City of Texas. So, if you 
can’t make it to the lovely vistas of the Texas Hill Coun-
try, consider driving about an hour southwest of Fort 
Worth to see the bluebonnets blooming along over forty 
miles of mapped trails. Typically the peak bloom hap-
pens around the third week of April, but we had heard 
the season was early this year in Texas, so we set out on 
April 2nd down highway 287. I can tell you we certainly 
beat the crowds and we almost beat the bluebonnets!  

We arrived about noon and stopped for lunch at the 
Wildflower Cafe on Knox in downtown Ennis. This tea 
room/gift shop has wonderful food and offers great 
browsing with many temptations if you are in the mar-
ket for home decor. I had the trio salad with fresh fruit, 
spinach salad, and chicken salad. My husband chose the 
chef salad, and both were delicious, the service prompt 
and friendly. Luckily the visitors center was right across 
the street, so we picked up a map of the trails there. 
There is a southern trail and a northern trail. We chose 
the northern, the longest and prettiest in my opinion.  

The fields were not yet full of blooms but in vari-
ous places the sides of the roads were bursting with 

ON ONE TANK OF GAS—
ENNIS BLUEBONNET TRAIL
BY POLLY HOOPER

(continued on the next page)
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Two spots not on the trail maps that you should defi-
nitely visit if you go are Lake Bardwell and Bluebonnet 
Park, especially if you want photos of yourselves. The 
bluebonnets were not in bloom when we went this time, 
but in years past were breathtaking.  

Ennis now has a mobile app that you can download for 
IOS and Android.  It is Ennis Y’all and offers GPS loca-
tions as well as restaurants, shopping, lodging and a 
calendar of events. April 12-14 Ennis hosted the Blue-
bonnet Trails Festival with lots of activities. The Visitor’s 
Center also partnered with a tour company, BOPPA-
LONG TOURS, if you would rather someone else do the 
driving. They operate on select weekends; you can learn 
more here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/boppalong-
tours-for-ennis-bluebonnet-trails-tickets-57547359702

As we were leaving the northern trail we happened 
upon some magnificent horses that gathered near the 
fence and seemed to pose for photos. I am not sure what 
kind of horses they were, but their backs were about five 
feet tall and they had blonde manes and tails. Some 
other folks said there is usually a barrel of food there for 
visitors to hand-feed them. It was not there when we 
stopped, but it surely must be why they are all gathered 
at the fence.  

Don’t forget to take your camera with you to Ennis!  

Reprinted with permission of the Silver Streak News-
letter TCU

ON ONE TANK OF GAS—ENNIS 
BLUEBONNET TRAIL, CONTINUED
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HARDWOOD FLOORS

Wood floors are a beautiful, natural product set apart 
from other floor coverings. The ultimate appearance 
however, is dependent upon the finishing process.

When is refinishing necessary?
Floors typically need to be refinished in several situ-
ations: if you are removing carpet, because the carpet 
pad wears on the floor finish and sometimes, unfortu-
nately, the wood floors have been used as a “drop cloth” 
during prior makeovers; if you want a different color on 
the floor and/or you have excessive traffic wear patterns 
the floors; If adding new floors to your home.

Choosing a stain color.
Take a look around your room and note the different 
types and color of furniture, fabric, and paint in the room. 
The majority of stain colors available (shades of brown) 
will go with most any décor. Some colors can be very 
“owner specific” (shades of whites, greys, and reds—
and might make a sale of a home more challenging). 
Dark stains will visually enlarge a room but will show 
more dust on the floor.

Coating/Finishes
This is a personal choice. Polyurethanes are the most 
common finish and are considered the most durable. A 

waxed floor will have a richer look but will need to be 
maintained—the traffic areas will need to be re-waxed 
once or twice a year.

Cleaning hardwood floors
Standard vacuuming is the best way to remove surface 
dust and dirt. Wipe up any liquid spills immediately—
liquids and wood do not mix! If your floor has a polyure-
thane finish, a mixture of water and vinegar can be used 
at a ratio of a cup of vinegar to a gallon of water. The 
solution can be put in a spray bottle. After vacuuming; 
spray the solution on the floor and then wipe up with a 
clean towel.

Specialty wood finishes
Hand-scraped floors are becoming more and more 
popular. In this process the floors are scraped by hand 
to achieve a worn and/or distressed appearance. They 
tend to show less wear and tear on the floor. If your goal 
is to have a more formal look, borders, inlays, medal-
lions, and/or patterns can be added. The floors can have 
almost any type of design. Your floors are the second 
largest area of in your home, and their appearance is 
only limited to your imagination.

BY STANTON MCKIBBIN, OWNER OF HEARTWOOD FLOORING

A GENTLE REMINDER ABOUT 
CHECKING REFERENCES

One of our neighbors writes that they needed some 
extra hands for their garden and staining their porch. 
“This guy came by our house a couple weeks ago and 
left his card. He seemed like a nice guy and honest, so 
we hired him and two of his ‘staff.’” 

He came and did about half of what he was supposed 
to do but they paid him his whole quote the first day. 
He did not come back.

No names, but this is a reminder to get solid refer-
ences and be very careful when hiring people for work 
around your home. As our neighbor said, it’s not the 
money; it’s the disappointment in people.

And a reminder about Uber and Lyft
Always ask the driver to tell you his name and yours—
the company sends both of you that information. It 
took the tragic death of a young woman who got into 
the wrong car to remind us. She thought she was get-
ting into a Lyft ride.
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As members of the Berkeley community we believe in upholding 
the values that have made our neighborhood great and look 

forward to serving you as friends and neighbors should.

No matter what your life goals may be, we can give you the 
financial tools to help make it a reality. Start planning with 

us at rhodessecurities.com.

endurance. strength. vision.

Helping our friends and 
neighbors for over 25 years.

Jim G. Rhodes
Berkeley Place

Gordon Rhodes
Glenco Terrace

	

Owned & Operated local Off-Duty  
 Fire Fighters! 

 
Free Roof Inspections 

 

Aaron Bruce  
(Resident on Hawthorne Ave) 

972.800.9439 
aaron@professsionalfirehouseroofing.com	

	


