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So, June is finally here… two years. I can’t 
believe it is finally over. The first year flew 
by so fast while the last six months have 
seemed rather long. Let me start by saying 
what an honor and privilege it has been 
to serve as president for this great neigh-
borhood. I truly did enjoy serving as your 
president, and I hope that everyone saw 
that our board strived to always do our 
best and make measurable improvements 
in our neighborhood. We didn’t always 
make everyone happy, but we tried, and I 
am not sure that with such a diverse group 
of people you can make everyone happy! I 
am a doer and as a doer when I take on a 
position, I try to give it my all, so that I can 
walk away saying I gave it my all. I hope 
that I am leaving the board in a better po-
sition for the years to come. 

I am proud of what we have been able 
to get accomplished during the last two 
years. A few notable accomplishments:

•  2018 City of Fort Worth Neighbor-
hood of the Year

•  1st Place—National USA Neighbor-
hood of the Year

• New redesigned website

• Online directory

•  Formation of quiet zones for the rail-
road crossings through Berkeley 
scheduled to be completed in the next 
two years

•  Reviewing financials: increasing rev-
enue and lowering expenses to set us 
up for better success in the future

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
DARIEN GEORGE, BPA PRESIDENT

(Continued on page 2) 
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•  Improved infrastructure within 
the neighborhood for safety 
along Forest Park, Windsor, and 
Park Place

•  All new playground equipment 
at Tillery Park scheduled for 
completion by September 2019

Everyone should know that the 
board will be in great hands with 
our incoming President Jeff Whit-
field. Jeff is such a fantastic per-
son. He is brilliant, affable, and 
will shepherd the neighborhood 
through the next two years. He 
has some great strengths, and the 
neighborhood is lucky to have him 
succeeding me as president. 

For my final month in office, I would 
like to host a BPA dinner on June 
29th in my backyard. Consider this 
my last hurrah, last chance to come 
to my front-porch discussions. Truly, 
I would like to have a chance to meet 
more of you, say “Thank You” to my 
board for their great work, and host 

an adults-only dinner so parents can 
enjoy adult conversations without 
the children. For some of the resi-
dents that don’t have kids and don’t 
have a need to attend some of the 
more kid-friendly socials we do, this 
is your chance. I would appreciate if 
you can make it, please come. If you 
feel your board has done a good job 
the last two years, then please come 
show Charles, Jeff, Dawson, and Ja-
son the appreciation they deserve, 
because I can tell you that this is not 
an easy job and they all worked hard 
for you. You will find details inside 
the Poobah as well as on the web-
site and periodically on the Buzz. 

Finally, I want to thank my board. 
Thanks to Jason Brown who was 
so helpful the first part of my presi-
dency in getting me up and running. 
Also, thank you so much to all the 
neighbors who volunteer, help out, 
and are engaged by reading the 
Poobah, attending the BPA meet-
ings, and following along on the 

Buzz. To all the neighbors that sent 
emails, stopped me, or called about 
a concern during my term… you all 
are what makes it worth it. Many 
times, this is a thankless job be-
cause of a small minority that can 
complain and make it stressful and 
difficult; however those of you that 
said “Thank You” make us know that 
you care and appreciate it, so thank 
you for showing gratitude. I hope to 
see you on Saturday June 29th. 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER, CONTINUED
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BY DARIEN GEORGE

I had the pleasure recently of representing our neigh-
borhood at NUSA, the Neighborhood USA Conference, 
in Palm Springs. Earlier this year, Berkeley Place As-
sociation won the title of City of Fort Worth Mayor’s 
Neighborhood of the Year for our project to implement 
silent crossings in Berkeley, which turned into a multiple 
neighborhood project that included Mistletoe Heights, 
Paschal, Park Hill, Ryan Place, Fairmount, and Near 
Southside coming together to work with the city man-
ager’s office, our local councilwoman, state & Federal 
elected officials, and the FRA to get the project off the 
ground with Fort Worth & Western Railroad. 

Due to winning Neighborhood of the Year in Fort Worth, 
we were automatically entered into the NUSA awards 
and were chosen out of all the submissions as a final-
ist. The City of Fort Worth paid for the conference fee, 
airfare, and hotel for one representative to attend the 
conference. Even though I was sick while I was there, 
I had a wonderful time and was so proud to represent 
our neighborhood. I was able to speak with representa-
tives of other cities, and presidents of other neighbor-
hood associations from across the United States. It was 
a chance to learn how other communities engage their 
neighborhoods, about safety for neighborhoods, grants, 
and many other things. 

2019 NATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD USA 
CONFERENCE IN PALM SPRINGS, CA

(continued on the next page)
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Besides the great food, workshops, and fantastic peo-
ple I met, I was there to do a presentation on our Multi-
Neighborhood Partnerships that I presented to a panel 
of judges. Again, I was proud of what our neighborhood 
has accomplished overall in the last two years but espe-
cially proud of the movement that was made on the silent 
crossings project. I think that showed in my presentation. 
In short, on Friday, at the awards luncheon, Berkeley 
Place Association won 1st Place in the Neighborhood 
of the Year in Multi-Neighborhood Partnerships. 

BY DARIEN GEORGE

2019 NATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD USA CONFERENCE 
IN PALM SPRINGS, CA CONTINUED

(continued on the next page)
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This is something that our neighborhood 
should be very proud of. It shows we live 
in an amazing neighborhood. No neigh-
borhood in Fort Worth has won first place 
at the national awards conference in well 
over a decade, so take a moment to be 
proud of where you live. For the next year, 
you can officially say to all your friends 
who don’t live in Berkeley that we are not 
only the City of Fort Worth Neighborhood 
of the Year, but also a National Neighbor-
hood of the Year!

BY DARIEN GEORGE

2019 NATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD USA CONFERENCE 
IN PALM SPRINGS, CA CONTINUED
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BY LAURIE GEORGE

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE

Neighbors, it’s time to start preparing mentally, physically, 
and socially for our Annual BPA Fourth of July Parade! This 
parade was born on the Fourth of July many years ago and 
is one of the best Berkeley traditions. We have so many 
new neighbors that I thought I would give a more detailed 
overview of this tradition so everyone can be prepared.

Those who are participating in the parade will start to 
gather around 8:45 a.m. at the corner of Glenco Terrace 
and Warner Road. The parade begins promptly at 9:00 
a.m. and is led by Grand Marshal Randy Means. March-
ers are escorted by the Fort Worth Mounted Police and 
the Fort Worth Fire Department. The parade will pro-
ceed down Warner, turn left on Park Place Avenue, and 
end at Lily B. Clayton Elementary. The Beignet Bus, two 
face painters, and a cooler of Bomp Pops will await. 

So how can you participate in this fabulous event? There 

are several ways. If you have babies, decorate the stroller! 
If you have older kids, we encourage them to deck out 
their bike, scooter, or power wheels (from personal experi-
ence this mode needs careful parental supervision—five-
year-old drivers are not unlike an adult who has fallen 
asleep at the wheel). If you have four-legged kids, don’t 
forget their costumes. If you have no kids but act like one, 
you too can dress up in full Independence Day attire. If you 
happen to own a really cool car, golf cart, or flatbed truck, 
we encourage you to deck out your own “float” and join in. 
Don’t forget to toss out candy or other Fourth of July gear 
to spectators. There will be prizes for the most spectacu-
larly patriotic adult/float, child, and pet. 

And of course, what would a parade be without those 
who line the streets cheering and waving? If you choose 
not to participate, please bring a few lawn chairs and 
join other neighbors lining the sidewalks of Warner Road 
to enjoy our sweet neighborhood parade. Once the pa-
rade passes, join us down at Lily B for more celebration.

See you on the Fourth! 
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MINUTES OF THE BERKELEY PLACE ASSOCIATION

Tillery Park Playground Replace-
ment Equipment: No update: The 
city expects replacements to be in-
stalled by September. The equipment 
is on the north side of the play area.

All direction stop signs now at the 
intersection of Windsor and Berke-
ley Place: Although the BPA has dis-
cussed alternate safety solutions for 
the intersection, the three stop signs 
seem to be a done deal. The city’s 
Transportation and Public Works De-
partment stated that only stop signs 
or speed bumps would slow traffic 
on Windsor, and the city has adopt-
ed a policy against the installation 
or replacement of any speed bumps 
anywhere. A car driven slowly broke 
a pedestrian’s leg at this intersec-
tion recently. The injured elementary 
school child might be dead if the car 
had been going faster. 

New Fiscal Year: Dues are now due 
again.  
                                                    
Next Meeting: Thursday, July 11, 
2019 at 8:00 p.m.                                    

Adjourned              

more treasury details that are sepa-
rate from the minutes. 

Nominees for BPA New Board Year 
beginning July 11, 2019: president, 
Jeff Whitfield; vice-president (presi-
dent elect), to be announced; treas-
urer, Sarah Pemberton; secretary, 
Charles Dreyfus

Sidewalk Project: The sidewalk 
project is complete for now. A few 
segments remain for future work. 
Available funds seem now to be 
exhausted, and the city officials for-
merly in charge have transferred to 
other duties.

Silent Railroads: A Federal Railroad 
Administration employee recently 
expedited participation/cooperation 
by the Fort Worth and Western Rail-
road. The city government continues 
to expect completion of the three 
crossings in 2020. Both local and 
Federal governments are involved 
and responding to the BPA. 

Berkeley “Angie’s List” Analog: 
No update. The BPA committee has 
formed. The project will use BPA’s 
new website.

CALL TO ORDER: Darien George

PRESENT: Darien George, Ben Hall; 
Jeff Whitfield, Glenco; Vance Lami-
nack, Glenco; Steve Scanlon, Wind-
sor; Howard Cox, Huntington; Jason 
Brown, Pembroke; Charles Dreyfus, 
Park Place

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approved 

Those present observed that 
Neighborhood Patrol Officer Ray 
Azucena is very responsive to calls 
from the Berkeley Place neighbor-
hood and that his normal workday 
is over at about 5:00 p.m. As al-
ways, please call 911 when imme-
diate police attention might possi-
bly be needed; police will decide if 
it is needed. The police non-emer-
gency number is 817-392-4222 
which is answered 24/7. 

Dues are due. Many households have 
paid since the new BPA website went 
online in the last two months. Dues 
payments by households are listed 
at the BPA website. Households 
that set up automatic recurring BPA 
dues payment must sign up again to 
so continue. The Poobah often has 

THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2019 AT 8 P.M. AT SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST IN FORT WORTH, TX

MEETING OPENER 

OLD BUSINESSSECURITY UPDATE

ANNOUCEMENTS

NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT

   6 large and 2 small offices
   3,550 sq ft
   Elegant conference room
   Barrier free access
   Plenty of parking
   Restrooms with showers
   Low maintenance landscaping

817-989-0000
gwhitney@bloodbankpartners.com

6500 W. Vickery Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX 76116

OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE
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June 29th, 2019
7:00PM
$20 per person

The Georges
1901 Ben Hall Ct BPA NEIGHBORHOOD 

CATERED DINNER

Address, City, ST  ZIP CODE
Telephone | Email Address | Web Address

Come Enjoy a Date Night with your favorite Neighbors, 
Celebrate winning the USA Neighborhood of the Year, 

and say Goodbye to the outgoing board. 

Prepared on-site by Magdalena’s
Chips & Salsa
Classic Paella

All-Natural Chicken, Spanish Chorizo, Sofrito, Bomba Rice
Spanish Cobb

Romaine, Chopped Farm Eggs, Spanish Chorizo Avocado, Cotija, 
Poblano Buttermilk

Desserts by Hurley House
-Tea & Water – BYOBooze

Purchase Seats at www.berkeleyplace.org/donate
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BY JUDY ALTER
Eggplant Parmesan
Years ago I used to fix Eggplant Parmesan (or Parmi-
giana if you prefer)—it was one of my favorite “com-
pany” dinners. Instead of layers of sliced eggplant and 
meat sauce, I used halved eggplant shells as dishes and 
piled the filling in. But then along came four children 
who must have consulted about the matter, because 
they uniformly rejected eggplant. I admit that it’s one of 
those touchy things—you either like it or you hate it, and 
I have known people who were allergic to it. So I took it 
off my list, lost the recipe in my great downsizing, and 
occasionally thought about it wistfully.

When I signed up for the Imperfect Produce delivery pro-
gram, I impulsively ordered an eggplant, mostly because 
they looked so sleek and pretty. Then serendipity hit—I 
found a recipe online by Michael Chiarello (a chef whose 
work I admire). He called it “Mom’s stuffed eggplant,” but 
it was the same principle as what I’d done years ago. 
A friend was coming for dinner who I was pretty sure 
would eat eggplant, so I fixed it. But of course I had to 
fiddle with the recipe a little. Here’s what I did: This feeds 
two generously but can easily be doubled. 

Ingredients:
1 eggplant
Olive oil
½ lb. ground beef
Salt and pepper
1 small onion, diced
2 cloves garlic
1 Tbsp. dried basil
1 cup grated Pecorino (I like it better than Parmesan)
¼ c. seasoned bread crumbs
1 egg

Note: Chiarello’s recipe called for a red pepper but bell 
peppers are among the few things I never eat, never 
cook with. Feel free to add it in with the garlic and onion

Directions:
Remember slicing eggplant and frying it, then draining 
it? The whole things was a mess, and eggplant soaks 
up oil more than anything. This is easier—slice the egg-
plant in half and hollow out the shells, leaving enough 
meat inside so that each half will hold its shape. Dice 
the meat you’ve removed and fry in olive oil—don’t use 
any more oil than you have to. Set aside to cool.

Brown onion and garlic in a bit of olive. When the onion 
is limp and slightly browned, add the hamburger and 

brown, breaking it up into small chunks. Stir frequently 
so the onion doesn’t burn.

In a separate bowl, combine 2/3 cup cheese, bread 
crumbs, basil, and egg. Mix thoroughly and then stir in 
the eggplant and the meat-and-onion mixture.  Pile this 
mixture into the carved-out eggplant shells (you will 
have leftover meat mixture, so just put it in a small ov-
en-proof dish to bake along with the eggplant halves).

Top generously with more pecorino. Bake at 350o for 30 
minutes. Watch carefully that the tops of the eggplant 
halves aren’t too close to the heating element in your 
toaster oven—the cheese topping will burn. In fact, that 
cheese is sort of your guide as to when the dish is ready—
watch for the cheese to not only melt but darken a bit.

Enjoy with crusty baguette slices and a green salad. My 
guest loved it, and said, “You notice I never say, ‘Let’s 
go out to eat.’ Your dinners are too good.” The kind of 
praise I love to hear.
 

GOURMET ON A 
HOT PLATE
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January June 
Prune trees and roses Watch for scale & aphids on crapemyrtles
Prepare garden & flowerbeds Treat web worms on trees and shrubs with
Spray Bonide All Seasons Spray Oil  for Scale Monterey B.t.
on camellias, hollies & euonymus Apply Bonide Infuse or Granules to stop lawn fungus
Plant fruit trees & berries Treat insect problems on lawns or ornamentals 
Plant onions transplants & potatoes with Bonide Eight Insect Control 
Protect tender plants from hard freezes Control fire ants with Amdro or Bayer Fire Ant Killer
Use Calloway’s Tree & Shrub Planting Mix Watch for June bugs (adult grub worms) see July

Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes
February 
Apply weed pre-emergent as recommended July 
Use Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer with Dimension Mid-month treat for grubs with Bayer 24hr Grub Control 
for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed Beater or Bonide Eight Insect Control
Complete Pre-emergent Granules for pre & post control Feed trees and shrubs with Calloway’s Professional 
Plant or transplant trees and shrubs Tree & Shrub Food
Spray dandelions (a broadleaf weed) with Bonide Weed Water pots and hanging baskets daily
Beater Southern or Bonide Ultra Weed Beater Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings

Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes
March
For new lawns apply: August 
  Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10 Treat insect problems with Bonide Eight Insect Control
For mature lawns apply: Water pots and hanging baskets daily
  Calloway’s Premium Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0 Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings
Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil
Spray visible weeds with Bonide Weed Beater Southern September 
Plant spring flowers with Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix, Use Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer with Dimension 
then fertilize with Calloway’s Flower Food for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed Beater 
or Calloway’s Amazing Blooms Complete Pre-emergent Granules for pre & post control
Purchase caladium bulbs For new lawns apply: 
Amend vegetable beds with Calloway’s Organic Compost    Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10
Cut back ornamental grasses before new growth appears For mature lawns apply: 

  Calloway’s Premium Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0
April Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil
Plant spring bulbs Plant fall flowers with Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix
Plant caladium & elephant ear bulbs after the 15th Watch for fungus in lawns and, if necessary, treat with
Feed trees and shrubs with Calloway’s Professional Bonide Infuse Spray or Granules
Tree & Shrub Food Plant fall asters, mums, petunias, and marigolds 
Watch for fungus and brown patch; apply Bonide Infuse
Spray or Granules as needed October
Prune and fertilize with Calloway's Azalea Food Purchase spring bulbs. Tulips and hyacinths must pre chill 
after they bloom for 45 days in refrigeration
Apply Bonide Weed Beater Southern or Bonide Ultra Plant pansies & fertilize with Calloway’s Professional 
Weed Beater to stop broadleaf weeds Pansy Food
Plant spring annuals and perennials with Calloway’s
Flower Bed Mix then fertilize with Calloway’s Flower November 
Food or Calloway’s Amazing Blooms Time to plant wildflower seeds

Plant pansies, flowering cabbage & kale, violas, & cyclamen
May 
Apply 2nd application of pre-emergents for crabgrass December 
and grass burrs Plant tulips & hyacinths using Jobe’s Bone Meal
Apply 2nd application of lawn food to provide nutrients
Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil Prune trees
Apply Sedge Ender for nutsedge Provide food and water for the area's wintering birds 
Spray established weeds with Bonide Weed Beater 
Southern or Bonide Ultra Weed Beater
Time to plant tropical plants

Monthly Lawn & Garden Checklist
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YARD OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Will and Courtney Landes of 1825 Warner 
Road for being our Yard of the Month winners! Their welcom-
ing front porch includes hanging ferns and potted plants. The 
Landes family requested that their landscaper, Brent Alford, 
use native Texas plants and heat tolerant plants when de-
signing their landscaping. In addition to the variety of color-
ful pansies, they chose Mexican feather grass, dwarf yaupon 
hollies, vitex plants, and green cloud Texas sage to provide a 
variety of greens and purples.

Thank you to the Landes family for keeping Berkeley beautiful 
and to Calloway’s for sponsoring our Yard of the Month. Be 
sure to visit Calloway’s for all your gardening needs.      

  

BY JENNI COLE
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Although by the time you are reading this issue we will 
be heading into summer, it will be fall before you know 
it. If you are like most families that send out an annual 
Christmas card with a photo of all of you, early fall is the 
time to take those pictures. Many of us like an outdoor 
setting for those pictures. Unless you are waiting for the 
fall color we only sometimes get in Texas, you will want 
to take outdoor shots before the trees drop their leaves. 
Typically we get fall color late if at all, and it may be too 
late to get those cards printed in time. We all have a bit 
of summer color in our skin despite wearing sunscreen, 
so we may also look our best before the temperatures 
drop. So, how do we plan for those family photo ses-
sions to get that shot that will go in our cards and get 
framed to enjoy for generations?  

Clothing can make a big difference in how your fam-
ily portraits look. If you want them to look great, make 
sure your clothing is fitted and well suited to your body 
shape and type. You will want to stay away from bold 
patterns, luminous colors, and logos. It is okay to have 
one person in the group have a small patterned gar-
ment and have the rest of the family dress in variations 
of the pattern colors in solid colors. It is best to avoid 
solid white or black. The camera can only “see” a lim-
ited number of variations in light, so if the darkest colors 
are exposed properly the lightest colors will lose detail. 
Avoid the matchy-matchy look of the 1980s and 1990s 

where everyone wore jeans and black shirts. Aim for a 
timeless look with classic clothing choices. The idea is 
to draw attention to the faces in the photo rather than 
the clothing. Lay out your outfits on the bed and if any 
piece draws your eye, lose that one and choose another. 
One caveat to this is if you want your color palette to 
look fresh and current, look at the Pantone Color of the 
year for ideas of what to wear. The color for 2019 is liv-
ing coral. Lots of green shades go with this color. For a 
color palette complimenting coral and explaining what 
to pair with it for different seasons visit: https://www.
pantone.com/color-intelligence/color-of-the-year/color-
of-the-year-2019

Experts also say to wear three-quarters or long sleeves 
and long pants. Remember your skin is usually lighter 
than your clothing and the human eye is naturally drawn 
to the brightest spot in a photo. Don’t you want that to 
be the faces?

Time of Day: It is best to shoot either very early as soon 
as the sun comes up or late in the afternoon. I prefer late 
afternoon as the light is warmer (as well as the tem-
perature!). During the middle of the day the light is harsh 
and direct and can cause shadows under the eyes. Un-
less you like getting up and ready before dawn, start 
your outdoor session as late as an hour before sunset for 

ARE YOU CAMERA READY?
BY POLLY HOOPER

(continued on the next page)
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the softest natural light. Shoot with the light behind you, 
coming in from the side, or in full shade. Really beau-
tiful light is sometimes called garage light, so named 
because there is light coming in to light the subject but 
the overhead light that is less flattering is blocked by a 
structure.  So, under that covered patio or under dense 
trees is a good location as well. Avoid dappled light as it 
just looks like spots on your face.  

Don’t rush! I know that being the center of attention and 
smiling/posing may not be your cup of tea, but you don’t 
want to rush through your session. If you are uncom-
fortable, it will show up in your photos. Just know it will 
take longer than five minutes, so prepare yourself to be 
in front of the camera for at least a half hour or more and 
plan to relax and have some fun. You don’t have to be all 
lined up like toy soldiers looking directly at the camera. 
Look at each other and laugh and remember to touch to 
add warmth and feeling to the photo. Getting kids to co-
operate is certainly tough, but let the person taking the 
photos take on that job. If you are looking to see what 

they are doing and correcting them, you will miss those 
natural smiles the photographer is trained to get from 
them. Having a sense of humor is sometimes necessary 
with little ones in a photo session. An Easter photo I saw 
on Facebook, of a family I know, is one of my favorites. 
The mom and dad are perfectly posed and smiling, and 
their daughter is hiding behind a fern, peeping out while 
hiding from the camera. What may be frustrating at the 
time may turn into a cherished memory of your child’s 
individual personality. 

Be thinking about what you want for your annual fam-
ily photo. Maybe you will even get a great one while 
on vacation this year. If you don’t, mark your calendar 
for mid-to-late summer to get those early fall sessions 
scheduled so you will have plenty of time to choose the 
best shot, get it printed and mailed. I learned this past 
year that the post office is so swamped it pays to mail 
early. I mailed my cards a week before Christmas and 
some that were mailed to family in Fort Worth arrived 
almost a week later.

ARE YOU CAMERA READY? CONTINUED

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools®, Balanced Learning®, and The Leader in Early Education and Care® 
are registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2018 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

Compassion is a lesson 
that can’t be unlearned.
The first years of a child’s life are crucial to discover 

empathy and develop emotional intelligence. Our 

Balanced Learning® approach sparks these lightbulb 

moments, helping children to become caring adults.

The Leader in Early Education and Care®

Infants – Pre-Kindergarten and After School
Berkeley Place residents, Glenn Hadsall and Christi Brownlow are excited 
to bring additional early education and care to the Fort Worth community.
Call for a tour!

Primrose School of Fort Worth West
3777 Westridge Ave., Fort Worth, TX 76116
817.223.3451
PrimroseFortWorthWest.com
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Be sure you and your dog(s) are good neighbors
A friend of mine was about to buy a new house, but 
before he signed the papers he went to the neighbor-
hood at midnight and strolled around, listening for bark-
ing dogs. I know I have had a neighbor call about my 
dog—she had treed a possum and was frantic to get at 
it. Nothing disturbs good sleep like a barking dog.

Please be considerate of your neighbors. Don’t leave 
your dog(s) out for hours on end, and if you hear barking, 
investigate. It could be a possum; it could be a lurking 
stranger. Most important: bring your dog inside, so the 
neighbors can sleep.

As we have seen in recent Buzz’ notes, neighbors have 
asked dog walkers to be sure and pick up the poop.  And, 
of course, most do.  This is a friendly reminder for those 
who might forget. 

And remember, it is against the law to chain a dog 
outside.

BPA/Mistletoe Heights Forest Park Pool Party
The date is set, so please mark your calendar. The annu-
al pool party will be June 15th from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
We will have popsicles, lemonade, and water. Families 
should bring their own towels and are welcome to bring 
their own snacks and (non-alcoholic) drinks.

Tree Trimming reminder
When pruning your trees, stop to consider the species 
and timing. If you have red oaks and live oaks, you are 
increasing your likelihood of spreading oak wilt if you 
prune from February 1 – July 1. Some scenarios warran-
ty pruning during this window. If pruning is necessary in 
the Spring, apply a wound sealer or any latex paint that 
matches the color of your trees bark. For more informa-
tion about oak wilt and tips on how to avoid spreading 
it, visit http://www.Texasoakwilt.org
—Getth Nelson, Preservation Tree, ISA Certified Arborist

AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

LEAGUE  E S T A T E
R E A L

You’re So Close To Home.
And whether home means a new place
in our own Berkeley Place or anywhere

else in Fort Worth or beyond...

Let’s find your dream together.

LAURA THOMAS
Neighbor, REALTOR®, Friend

817.690.3645 | laura@leagueRE.com
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Summer is here, and thoughts turn to flea control. Notice 
I didn’t say flea eradication. Getting rid of fleas entirely is 
impossible. 

Understand that no matter how good your flea program 
is, your pet may have several fleas. Reasons for this are 
several: even the best flea insecticide takes time to cause 
the flea to die; overwhelming numbers of fleas (like after 
a rain) can make it appear the medication is not working. 
If a product is 99 percent effective and the pet is exposed 
to 300 fleas, you will see three fleas on the pet; the fleas 
you see on your pet are not the same ones from yester-
day (killed by the insecticide). One researcher has said 
that his job would be so much easier if God had color 
coded the fleas for when they jumped on the dog: Fleas 
can live on species other than dogs and cats. And, trying 
to medicate the resident raccoon just isn’t any fun.

So what is good flea control? It must attack the three 
main areas where fleas live.

Outside: wildlife and stray cats are going to pass through 
your yard. They will bring fleas with them. Controlling 
the fleas when they drop off into your yard is important. 
There are several ways to achieve this: yard spray is ef-
fective, especially if it has a growth regulator in it. But will 
wash away with rain; granules  are longer lasting than 
sprays, but distribution can be spotty; diatomaceous 
earth is not as effective, washes away in rain, needs to 
be the insect control, not the swimming pool size; ben-
eficial nematodes are very effective, if there is enough 
moisture. They cannot be used with insecticides. 

Inside: Vacuum. Wash bedding weekly. Vacuum. Area 
treatments (with growth regulators). Vacuum. Studies 
have shown that routine vacuuming weekly will remove 
over 80 percent of flea larvae. Along with other control 
measures, that will make a big impact in control. 

The Pet: flea and tick shampoo-works only as long as it is 
on the pet; flea and tick dip-lasts one-to-two weeks, and 
caution needs to be used with cats and some dogs. Flea 
collars—traditional ones will help some with flea control, 

FLEA CONTROL
BY JOHN MINNERLY, DVM, UNIVERSITY ANIMAL HOSPITAL

but the flea 
needs to run 
around the 
neck area to 
be affected, 
and the col-
lars are tox-
ic if eaten. 
Seresto col-
lars, the new 
generation flea collar, work for eight months, even if pet 
gets wet, gets into oil glands all over the body, and is not 
toxic if eaten. Topical drops—Advantix, and Vectra 3D 
have repellant effect in addition to an insecticide. With 
oral flea products—(with or without heartworm protec-
tion), the flea has to bite the pet to get insecticide.

Consistent flea control is vital when we are having a wet 
spring. Every time it rains, within a week we get another 
hatching of fleas. The better your flea control this spring, 
the easier it will be in the summer and next year—with 
less chance for resistance.      
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Ruth Story
Broker Associate
Listing Specialist
817.992.9232
ruth@kwstorygroup.com

Kati Van Cleave
Buyer Specialist

New Construction Specialist
817.992.6817

kati@kwstorygroup.com

www.ruthstoryonline.com

Just Listed

1828 Western Ave.
10329 Morada Rd.
5117 Golden Ln.
12710 Bella Vino

297 Covered Bridge
1813 Stratton Green
2229 W. Magnolia 

 

Sale Pending

3209 Preston Hollow
1621 Prairie Ridge
6148 Strada Cove

11432 Northpointe Ct. 
 

Just Sold

4851 Moss Hollow
3824 W. Biddison

3824 Calmont
2552 Stadium Drive 
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WANDERING GARBAGE CARTS
One of the fierce spring storms we’ve had rearranged 
garbage carts. John Hobbs, Dartmoor Court, found his 
cart with its plaintive sign at Forest Park and Mistle-
toe—must have drifted uphill. Other neighbors report-
ed a congregation of garbage carts on Forest Park at 
the low point by Glenco Terrace. One reported that he 
just followed the water and found his cart blocks from 
his home.

All these wandering carts were a good reminder that 
each cart is identified by a number. Use your cell phone 
to take a picture so you have a record and can identify 
your cart next time.

Visit happygardens.net to learn more, read client testimonials, and take a 

browse our professional portfolio. 

817 921 3639 • info@happygardens.net • happygardens.net • facebook.com/happygardens  
• houzz.com/pro/happygardens 

Design, Build & Maintenance 



THE BERKELEY PLACE POOBAH | JUNE 201918

compost their food waste, thus diverting it from the 
landfill. From April 15, 2019 to April 15, 2020, Fort 
Worth residents can sign up to receive a composting 
starter kit comprised of a kitchen countertop pail, five-
gallon sealable bucket, assorted educational materials, 
and a refrigerator magnet reminding you of what can 
and cannot be composted. The $20 fee collected by the 
Residential Food Scrap Composting Pilot Program will 
be donated to the advancement of the Keep Fort Worth 
Beautiful Program.

The city of Fort Worth encourages home/backyard com-
posters to participate too. “More residential food scraps 
can be collected in this pilot program than in a backyard 
bin because large-scale, industrial compost facilities 
maintain higher temperatures than backyard compost 
bins. These temperatures kill bacteria and break down 
items that cannot be composted well at home such as 
cooked meat, dairy, and eggs.”

Residents can drop off their food scraps at one of ten 
collection sites through the city when their five-gallon 
bucket is full. The Fort Worth Botanic Garden and Fair-
mount Park Community Garden are the closest sites to 
the Berkeley Place neighborhood.

The city of Fort Worth has contracted with Cowboy 
Compost, a private company, to haul collected material 
at the drop-off sites to a central, large-scale composting 
facility. The compost product will be used in landscaping 
and roadside embankment projects. 

The grant supporting this pilot project does not current-
ly include funds for the return of composted product to 
residents. The city’s main goal is to preserve the longev-
ity of the current landfill by diverting compostable and 
recyclable materials.

Cowboy Compost does currently provide home pickup 
of compostable organic materials and an occasional 
dividend bag of compost for a monthly charge. For 
those interested in this subscription service please 
see their website http://www.cowboycompost.com for 
more information. 

The goal of the city of Fort Worth’s year-long composting 
pilot program is to generate enough residential support 

The City of Fort Worth wants your gold- ‘black gold’ to 
be exact. Black gold, a gardener’s nickname for nutrient-
rich compost, is easily transmuted from decomposing 
food scraps and other organic waste into a valuable soil 
conditioner. However, composting doesn’t just help your 
home garden, it also significantly reduces the burden 
on landfills and the production of methane, a harmful 
greenhouse gas.

As the population of Fort Worth continues to grow, 
the stress on our local landfill is increased. Originally 
planned to be a forty-year landfill, the city forecasts this 
timeline is seriously shortened by the increasing popula-
tion generating waste. Building a new landfill is not so 
simple; it is a problematic process requiring hundreds of 
acres of land, significant lead time to plan and approve, 
and millions in costs to taxpayers.

In 2012, the city audited the entire contents of a ran-
domly selected garbage truck and found that close to 30 
percent of the “trash” headed to the landfill to be buried 
forever was compostable material that could be divert-
ed and recycled.

With these space, environmental, and financial con-
straints in mind, there is now a city-sponsored pilot 
program to encourage and help Fort Worth residents 

COMPOSTING PILOT PROGRAM 
LAUNCHED IN FORT WORTH
BY AJ DEQUESADA

(continued on the next page)
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Sources & Additional Reading:
http://fortworthtexas.gov/swplan/truckaudit/
http://fortworthtexas.gov/about/population/
http://fortworthtexas.gov/codecompliance/swplan/Fi-
nal-2017-2037-CSWMP.pdf
https://www.star-telegram.com⁄news/local/community/
fort-worth/article179711816.html

and interest to make a curbside pickup compost pro-
gram available citywide. The initial response has been 
strongly positive in Fort Worth; over 200 households 
have signed up in the first month. You can sign up for the 
pilot program at this website: http://fortworthtexas.gov/
solidwaste/compost/ 

Recycle In The Blue Cart:
•  Junk mail, magazines  

and catalogs
•  Plastics, metal and  

glass containers (rinse a little!)
•  Cereal and other type boxes  

(flatten the big ones!)

Bag & Toss in the  
Brown Garbage Cart:
•  Tissue/toilet paper
•  Paper towels and plates
•  Diapers
•  Styrofoam
•  Garden hose
•  Aluminum foil

Reciclar en el Azul  
de la Compra:
•  El correo no deseado,  

revistasy catálogos
•   Los plásticos, metal y  

envases de vidrio  
(enjuáguelos un poco!)

•  Cajas de cereales y otros de  
tipo (Aplane las grandes!)

Enbolsa y Echarlo  
en el Bote Café:
•  Pañuelos de papel/ 

papel higiénico 
•  Toallas y platos de papel 
•  Pañales
•  Espuma de poliestireno
•  Manguera de jardín
•  Papel de aluminio

RECYCLE RIGHT, 
   RECYCLE M RE!

Need pick-up day reminders or recycling help?  
Download Fort Worth’s Garbage & Recycling App
Nececita un  recordatorios o ayuda  el dia de  
collection del reciclaje? Descarga  la app the  
Fort Worth  basura y reciclaje

What Can I Compost? 
¿Qué puedo compostar?

UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS
ARTÍCULOS INACEPTABLES

To learn more: www.FortWorthTexas.gov/solidwaste/compost

Eggs and dairy
(Huevos y lácteos)

Cooked meats
(Carnes cocidas)

Food scraps and leftovers 
(Restos de comida y sobras)

Baked goods
(Productos horneados)

Tea bags 
(Bolsas de té)

Coffee filters and grounds
(Filtros de café y granos)

Seafood and shellfish
(Mariscos)

Fruits and vegetables (Frutas y verduras)
Remove all stickers (Quitar las etiquetas)

Pet waste or kitty litter  
(Excremento de mascotas 
o arena para gatos)

Styrofoam 
(Espuma de poliestireno)

Plastic bags, liners, or  
plastic coatings  
(Bolsas, forros o  
revestimientos de plástico)

Raw meats 
(Carnes Crudas)

Recyclable items (glass, 
metal, paper, plastic)
(Artículos reciclables  
(vidrio, metal, papel, 
plástico)

Diapers and  
sanitary products
(Pañales o toallas sanitarias)

Grease or oil (Grasa o 
aceite) Place in a separate 
container to take to the ECC 
or drop-off station. (Ponga en 
un contenedor separado para 
llevar al ECC o sitio de entrega.)

Chewing Gum
(Chicle)

Frozen food packaging  
(Empaque de comidas  
congeladas)

Microwave  
popcorn bags
(Bolsas de palomitas  
de microondas)

Products labeled “biodegradable” 
(Productos “biodegradables”)

COMPOSTING PILOT PROGRAM 
LAUNCHED IN FORT WORTH CONTINUED
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As members of the Berkeley community we believe in upholding 
the values that have made our neighborhood great and look 

forward to serving you as friends and neighbors should.

No matter what your life goals may be, we can give you the 
financial tools to help make it a reality. Start planning with 

us at rhodessecurities.com.

endurance. strength. vision.

Helping our friends and 
neighbors for over 25 years.

Jim G. Rhodes
Berkeley Place

Gordon Rhodes
Glenco Terrace


