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THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2019
8 P.M. @ SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

*BPA MEETINGS ARE THE SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH @ 8 P.M.*

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BPA 

THE BERKELEY PLACE POOBAH
VOL 44, ISSUE XAPRIL 2019

The website is finally live! We have re-
ceived a lot of positive feedback on the 
look; however, we have had a few hiccups 
as well. The email initially went down, 
and we have a few updates to make, but 
the website is fully functional as of this 
writing… Including the new on-line da-
tabase. Overall, I think the new website 
represents the beauty and splendor of 
our neighborhood much better than the 
previous one. 

Please see the article in this issue of the 
Poobah on how to login, claim your ad-
dress, and update the online directory. 

We received feedback from the city TPW 
department on the proposed one-way 
during limited hours for Park Place at Lily 
B Clayton after their presentation at the 
February meeting. They have agreed due 
to current feedback the following:

•  They are tabling the proposed con-
version of Park Place to one-way 
operation during arrival/dismissal at 
this time. 

•  They will install the proposed all-way 
stop sign at the intersection of Berke-
ley Place and Park Place.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
DARIEN GEORGE, BPA PRESIDENT

(Continued on page 2) 
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•  They will install ‘No Parking’ 
signs near the intersections of 
Park Place with Berkeley Place 
and Warner Rd near the inter-
section. 

I received numerous compliments 
via email and at the March BPA 
meeting that the zoo traffic situa-
tion this year was much better and 
smoother from an operation stand-
point for residents. For those close 
to the zoo, the “Resident Parking” 
sign made a difference, as well as 
the placement of police officers this 
year. If you have any additional 
feedback then please send it to me, 
as there will be a post-spring break 
debrief with the police, city, and zoo 
to see how things worked this year. 

We have several upcoming fun 

neighborhood events over the next 
few months. 

Berkeley Neighborhood Garage 
Sale—Saturday, April 6th

Berkeley Annual Easter Egg Hunt—
Saturday, April 13th 3:00–5:00 
p.m.—Tillery Park
Lily B Clayton Annual Auction—
Saturday, April 27th 6:30–8:30 
p.m.—Stockyards Station

Berkeley & Mistletoe Annual Pool 
Party—Saturday, June 15th 7:00–
9:00 p.m.—Forest Park Pool

Finally, I received information from 
the city on the timeline for the new 
construction at Tillery Park and 
the updated timeline is to start 
construction in April and finish by 

August. Additionally, the city has 
indicated that the sidewalks that 
were not completed in the last 
bond will be reviewed and finished 
at a future time, but no timetable 
has been given yet. I will keep the 
neighborhood updated on what I 
find out on timeline. 

Spring is upon us, so get outside 
and enjoy this beautiful weather. I 
read recently a study that people 
that have regular exposure to sun-
shine are healthier and live longer, 
so get outside and say hello to 
your neighbors! 

Darien George
President

PRESIDENT’S LETTER, CONTINUED
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BY PAT HAYWARD
NEIGHBOR OF THE MONTH

I would like to spotlight a very special neighbor! Af-
ter I was recently diagnosed with cancer, Darcy Sety, 
my next-door neighbor and good friend, stepped in to 
offer support and care above and beyond my needs.  
Darcy checked on me during the couple of weeks fol-
lowing diagnosis and brought the best chicken-and-
rice soup and wonderful chocolate chip cookies you 
ever tasted. Yum!

After my successful surgery, I had four weeks of ra-
diation treatments (five days a week), and Darcy in-
sisted on driving me to every appointment. Jan Hegi 
(another dear neighbor) and another close friend took 
me a couple of times but Darcy did the rest. Although 
I didn’t think I needed a driver, it was very nice to have 
a friend with me each time.

Darcy has been one of those special people who just 
seem to appear when needed. She has fed my dog, 
brought her home when she escaped, opened my 
locked house when I forgot my key, done the trash 
bucket duty often, put up with the noise and confu-

sion of construction after a fire destroyed my garage, 
etc., and just been a super neighbor and friend.

And I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the rest of 
my neighbors: this whole block (1900s) of Berkeley 
Place has been wonderful. I have received delicious 
food, welcomed many telephone calls and visits, and 
received a beautiful basket at Christmas from the as-
sociation, AND somehow my trash buckets just ap-
pear at the curb on Tuesday evening and back in the 
back drive on Wednesday. We have angels among us!

Believe me, you have all been very appreciated. What 
a caring group of neighbors, the BEST in Fort Worth. 
We DO live in the Greatest Neighborhood anywhere.
Thank you and blessings to all.

A grateful neighbor,
Pat Hayward

P.S. My thanks to the nice person who throws my pa-
per up closer to my front steps.

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools®, Balanced Learning®, and The Leader in Early Education and Care® 
are registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2018 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

Compassion is a lesson 
that can’t be unlearned.
The first years of a child’s life are crucial to discover 

empathy and develop emotional intelligence. Our 

Balanced Learning® approach sparks these lightbulb 

moments, helping children to become caring adults.

The Leader in Early Education and Care®

Infants – Pre-Kindergarten and After School
Berkeley Place residents, Glenn Hadsall and Christi Brownlow are excited 
to bring additional early education and care to the Fort Worth community.
Call for a tour!

Primrose School of Fort Worth West
3777 Westridge Ave., Fort Worth, TX 76116
817.223.3451
PrimroseFortWorthWest.com
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MINUTES OF THE BERKELEY PLACE ASSOCIATION

Sidewalk Project: No Update. A few 
segments still need to be completed.

Silent Railroads: The city expects 
completion of the three crossings 
in 2020. Both local and Federal 
governments are involved and re-
sponding to the BPA. 

Website Project: The new BPA web-
site is now functioning. It includes 
secure access to the BPA directory 
as a cost-saving innovation. Paper 
copies will be print-it-yourself.

Berkeley “Angie’s List:” The BPA 
committee has formed. The project 
will use our new website.

Tillery Park Playground Equipment: 
The city expects to begin replace-
ments in April and to finish in Sep-
tember. The equipment is on the 
north side of the play area.

New Fiscal Year, Dues are now due 
again.                                                         

Next Meeting—Thursday, April 11, 
2019 at 8:00 p.m.   
                                                          
Adjourned                                              

Addressing Ann, BPA members 
complimented the police depart-
ment on its consideration of the 
convenience Berkeley residents in 
the traffic plan for zoo spring break 
and also for coordinating and work-
ing with Darien George to improve 
the plan. Responding to BPA mem-
ber Maggi Arendsee, Ann assured 
us that there will be a Trinity Metro 
rail station for the hospital district, 
probably near Mistletoe Blvd. 

C.B. Team, Tarrant Regional Water 
District (TRWD) election candidate 
spoke of his background and of 
TRWD issues. 

Announcement and expected ex-
pense: The BPA is a finalist for the 
national Neighborhood USA Neigh-
borhood of the Year Award, hav-
ing been nominated by the City of 
Fort Worth. The City will pay most 
expenses for BPA President Darien 
George to represent us at the 
Neighborhood USA convention and 
awards ceremony in Palm Springs, 
California, May 16-18, 2019. BPA 
plans to vote at its April meeting on 
reimbursing him some cost of mi-
nor items including some food. 

Donation to Lilly B. Clayton: The 
BPA will vote at its April meeting 
on its annual donation to the LBC 
auction party. 

Call to Order: Darien George;  

Present: Darien George, Ben Hall 
Ct; Ann Zadeh, city council member; 
C.B. Team, Tarrant Regional Water 
District election candidate; Maggi 
Arendsee, Kensington; Jennifer 
Dowdy, Patton Ct; Randy Means, 
Berkeley Pl; Bob Adams, Hunting-
ton; Charles Dreyfus, Park Place

Approval of Minutes: Approved

Neighborhood Patrol Officer, Ray 
Azucena, was not present. 

Dues are due. Many households 
have paid since the new BPA web-
site went online in the last month. 
Dues payments by households are 
listed at the BPA website. House-
holds that set up automatic recur-
ring BPA dues payment must sign 
up again to so continue.

Recognition of Guests: Ann Zadeh 
congratulated the BPA on being a 
national candidate for neighbor-
hood of the year. She asked that we 
vote for her in the May 4th city coun-
cil election as a show of support, al-
though she has no opponent. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2019 AT 8 P.M. AT SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST IN FORT WORTH, TX

MEETING OPENER OLD BUSINESS

SECURITY UPDATE

ANNOUCEMENTS

NEW BUSINESS

GUEST SPEAKER

TREASURER’S REPORT

TCU Recreation Center indoor pool located at 3005 Stadium Drive   

Lesson Dates   After school 2 sessions in May May 6-16, May 20-30  2:45pm-5:00pm,   

Morning 2 sessions in June  Session 3 June 3-13,  Session 4 June 17-27  9am-11:15am      

Contact:  Richard  at  Email: sybesmaswim@gmail.com    Mobile: 817-522-2323  
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We have moved the directory online through a secure 
back-end database that residents will be able to ac-
cess 24/7 through the website. 

The website is www.berkeleyplace.org. Click on the di-
rectory tab at the top. Once you go to the tab, a new 
tab will open where you will register as a resident. You 
can register with your name and email or choose to 
register with Facebook or Google Login credentials. 
After you register, your information we be sent to the 
administrator for approval. Once you are approved, 
similar to being approved for the Berkeley Buzz, then 
you will log back in and claim your property where you 
can update any information- phone, email, name.

You will also be able to look up any resident or ad-
dress as if you were using the physical directory that 
we used to hand out. If someone moves in to the 
neighborhood, they will register and will claim the 

property and update their information so information 
should be updated more frequently, rather than every 
two years. 

If you are concerned about privacy, you may decline 
to share your phone and email information with the 
neighborhood. You can turn that off after registering, 
as all information that was in the previous directo-
ry was carried over to the online directory. We have 
gone to great lengths though to secure the informa-
tion by hosting on secure google servers and required 
multilayer authentication for users. 

If everyone would go ahead and register and login, we 
would appreciate it.

https://directory.berkeleyplace.org/

BERKELEY PLACE ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY—
NOW ONLINE
BY DARIEN GEORGE
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MOTHERS & SONS FIELD DAY
BY ADRIENNE GRANT

The Lily B. Clayton annual mothers and sons field day was sponsored by the PTA and organized 
by two BPA neighbors, Adrienne Grant and Erin East. The evening included competition between 
the two groups in kickball, dodgeball, and flag football games
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MOTHERS & SONS FIELD DAY, CONTINUED



When your pet has diarrhea, is it a serious problem? 
Yes! Because it causes a major disruption in the house-
hold and strains our relationship with the pet.

But, is it a serious health issue? Maybe. 

When the pet is feeling normal for the most part: most 
of the time the cause of diarrhea fits into the catego-
ry of “dietary indiscretion.” That can be as simple as 
switching brands of food. Or as complicated as step-
ping in a puddle and licking the feet. Minor changes 
can cause some irritation in the GI tract. That in turn 
causes the food to move more quickly, the body to add 
fluid to the contents, and change the type of bacteria 
in the tract. Eliminating the cause most of the time al-
lows the GI tract to return to normal. Sometimes the 
disruption is severe enough that the body needs some 
help with getting everything back to normal.  That 
means antibiotics, protectants, motility modifiers, and 
maybe probiotics.

Intestinal parasites are a common cause of diarrhea: 
seeing worms in the stools- The most common worm 
we will see in adult pets is the tapeworm. Most of the 
time it is transmitted by the pet eating fleas. But can 
be transmitted by other insects, rats, or mice. Tape-
worms will look like sesame seeds when dry or a pear 
shaped segment about ¼” long when fresh. In pup-
pies and kittens, we will occasionally see roundworms 
pass intact. They look like spaghetti. Hookworms will 
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DIARRHEA—IS IT A 
SERIOUS PROBLEM?
BY JOHN MINNERLY, DVM, UNIVERSITY ANIMAL HOSPITAL

be about 1/8” long and the 
width of a hair. Unless there 
are a large number of them, 
the will be easily missed. 
Many of the “worms” we ex-
amine are pseudo parasites—pieces of grass, streaks 
of mucous, or maggots. Maggots will develop on feces 
within a matter of hours.

Blood in the stool? Not always a sign of a major prob-
lem. If the pet is feeling bad, straining to have a bowel 
movement, acting painful, not eating, then it is more 
likely a major problem. Sometimes the intestines just 
get irritated enough to have some capillaries break 
and allow some blood into the stools. In puppies and 
kittens it is more of a concern. Most likely it is due to 
an intestinal parasite or, in young puppies, parvo.

If your pet has eaten a large amount of fat, treats, 
or turkey, then they need to be seen by a vet quickly. 
Those things can trigger a pancreatitis that can be fa-
tal if not treated.

Diarrhea can be frustrating. Most of the time it is a 
self-limiting problem. But, if your pet is acting sick, has 
dark tarry stools, or the problem has persisted, con-
tact your veterinarian. They can help your household 
get back to a normal schedule. 
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BY JOHN MINNERLY, DVM, UNIVERSITY ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL

FILLING THE MISSING 
ARCHIVE YEARS: THREE 
DECADES SPANNING 
1960S, 1970S & 1980S

Neighbors, we need your help.

The Lily B. Clayton archivists, Debra Nyul and 
Margaret Johnson, would like to speak with 
you to learn more about a thirty-year period 
in the school’s history. Our archives currently 
have very little information about three dec-
ades:  the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s.

We are looking for PTA president names, ac-
tivities, historic landmark work, major activi-
ties, fundraising projects such as the building 
of the gymnasium, the start of “Clayton Child-
care,” and the story behind various traditions.  
Perhaps you have photos, yearbooks, or direc-
tories from the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s? We’d be 
grateful for those material donations or the 
loan of them.

We are happy to pick-up materials or arrange a 
time to sit down over coffee and learn from you 
about those important years at Lily B. Clayton. 
Everyone thinks that their own history is recent, 
but the reality is that we are in jeopardy of los-
ing this information if we don’t capture it now.  

If you have anything to help in this effort, 
please contact us through Debra’s email: 
nyul@prodigy.net 

BY DEBRA NYUL
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January June 
Prune trees and roses Watch for scale & aphids on crapemyrtles
Prepare garden & flowerbeds Treat web worms on trees and shrubs with
Spray Bonide All Seasons Spray Oil  for Scale Monterey B.t.
on camellias, hollies & euonymus Apply Bonide Infuse or Granules to stop lawn fungus
Plant fruit trees & berries Treat insect problems on lawns or ornamentals 
Plant onions transplants & potatoes with Bonide Eight Insect Control 
Protect tender plants from hard freezes Control fire ants with Amdro or Bayer Fire Ant Killer
Use Calloway’s Tree & Shrub Planting Mix Watch for June bugs (adult grub worms) see July

Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes
February 
Apply weed pre-emergent as recommended July 
Use Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer with Dimension Mid-month treat for grubs with Bayer 24hr Grub Control 
for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed Beater or Bonide Eight Insect Control
Complete Pre-emergent Granules for pre & post control Feed trees and shrubs with Calloway’s Professional 
Plant or transplant trees and shrubs Tree & Shrub Food
Spray dandelions (a broadleaf weed) with Bonide Weed Water pots and hanging baskets daily
Beater Southern or Bonide Ultra Weed Beater Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings

Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes
March
For new lawns apply: August 
  Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10 Treat insect problems with Bonide Eight Insect Control
For mature lawns apply: Water pots and hanging baskets daily
  Calloway’s Premium Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0 Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings
Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil
Spray visible weeds with Bonide Weed Beater Southern September 
Plant spring flowers with Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix, Use Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer with Dimension 
then fertilize with Calloway’s Flower Food for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed Beater 
or Calloway’s Amazing Blooms Complete Pre-emergent Granules for pre & post control
Purchase caladium bulbs For new lawns apply: 
Amend vegetable beds with Calloway’s Organic Compost    Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10
Cut back ornamental grasses before new growth appears For mature lawns apply: 

  Calloway’s Premium Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0
April Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil
Plant spring bulbs Plant fall flowers with Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix
Plant caladium & elephant ear bulbs after the 15th Watch for fungus in lawns and, if necessary, treat with
Feed trees and shrubs with Calloway’s Professional Bonide Infuse Spray or Granules
Tree & Shrub Food Plant fall asters, mums, petunias, and marigolds 
Watch for fungus and brown patch; apply Bonide Infuse
Spray or Granules as needed October
Prune and fertilize with Calloway's Azalea Food Purchase spring bulbs. Tulips and hyacinths must pre chill 
after they bloom for 45 days in refrigeration
Apply Bonide Weed Beater Southern or Bonide Ultra Plant pansies & fertilize with Calloway’s Professional 
Weed Beater to stop broadleaf weeds Pansy Food
Plant spring annuals and perennials with Calloway’s
Flower Bed Mix then fertilize with Calloway’s Flower November 
Food or Calloway’s Amazing Blooms Time to plant wildflower seeds

Plant pansies, flowering cabbage & kale, violas, & cyclamen
May 
Apply 2nd application of pre-emergents for crabgrass December 
and grass burrs Plant tulips & hyacinths using Jobe’s Bone Meal
Apply 2nd application of lawn food to provide nutrients
Apply Turf Soil Builder to revive the soil Prune trees
Apply Sedge Ender for nutsedge Provide food and water for the area's wintering birds 
Spray established weeds with Bonide Weed Beater 
Southern or Bonide Ultra Weed Beater
Time to plant tropical plants

Monthly Lawn & Garden Checklist
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YARD OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to the Byrne family at 2217 Ward Park-
way for being our Yard of the Month winners. The Byrne 
family recently updated their landscaping to include box-
woods, Japanese yews, loropetalum shrubs, and purple 
pansies. A redbud stands guard on each side of the front 
of the painted brick home. The updated landscaping along 
with the newly laid grass adds to the beauty of the front of 
their home.  

Thank you to the Byrne family for keeping Berkeley beauti-
ful and to Calloway’s for sponsoring our Yard of the Month.  
Be sure to visit Calloway’s for all of your gardening needs! 

BY JENNI COLE
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2317 Western 4008 Linden1317 Virginia Place

Ruth Story
Broker Associate
Listing Specialist
817.992.9232
Ruth@KWStoryGroup.com

Kati Story
Buyer Specialist

New Construction Specialist
817.992.6817

Kati@KWStoryGroup.com

It’s aa in  e details...

Trusted...   Reliable...   Experienced

Caa us Today!
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heated and air conditioned, with two queen beds and 
a day-bed (sleeps up to 5). We found ours equipped 
with DirecTV, a microwave, coffee pot, dorm–sized 
fridge, and a dining table. A stainless-steel table and 
large deep sink (with hot running water!) provide a 
food prep area. The deck is furnished with a wicker 
loveseat and chair as well as a teak dining table and 
two chairs. Each Getaway Cabin sits up on an elevat-
ed platform looking out over the grounds and in some 
cases the creek. In front of each cabin is a picnic table, 
a hammock, a fire pit with chairs, and a charcoal grill 
(BYO firewood and charcoal). 

Since we were there mid-week in late February, I sus-
pected we might be the only guests, but I was pleas-
antly surprised to find three other families already 
there upon our arrival. A family of four from Houston 
were there with their home-schooled children, taking 
their spring break early to avoid the crowds. The kids 
were having a blast in the canoes, paddling down the 
creek with their dogs on board; they’d been fishing 
the day before. We met a couple from Dallas who said 
they were, like us, curious about glamping and found 

Camping sounds like such a good idea. I love being 
outside under the trees, around a campfire, near 
water, listening to the sounds of nature. Then when 
I think about a sleeping bag on the hard ground, 
the bubble of excitement bursts for me. Glamping— 
camping with luxury, or at least not giving up basic 
creature comforts such as a regular bed—is the way 
to go if you want the benefits of camping without the 
headaches (or in my case backache!). I read a funny 
aside recently that went something like this. “Heath-
cliffe, I am so happy we are glamping this weekend! 
Has the butler finished catching the trout for dinner?” 

We set out mid-morning on a Wednesday to try glamp-
ing for the first time. Our destination after an internet 
search was the Geronimo Creek Retreat near Seguin, 
TX. The site sits on about twelve acres on a spring-
fed creek six miles from town. Several types of accom-
modations are available: four “treehouses” (basically 
elevated cabins with all the amenities), six teepees 
and ten platform tent “cabins” called Getaway Cab-
ins. We chose the tents as they were the closest to 
“real” camping. A heavy-duty tent covers the sleeping 
area as well as a deck/ porch. The sleeping area is 

ON ONE TANK OF GAS—
GERONIMO CREEK RETREAT
BY POLLY BAILEY HOOPER

(continued on the next page)
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hanging bulbs that provide just enough light. These 
same hanging lights illuminate your cabin. I didn’t 
find the light inside bright enough for reading so next 
time I will bring a camping lantern or a book light. The 
other thing that should be on the website helpful list 
of things to bring is a mirror. There are none, so if you 
want to comb your hair or apply makeup you will need 
to pack one. 

We checked out around 11:00 a.m. and headed back 
into Seguin for more of that salsa for gifts and lunch 
at Johnny’s Barbecue. It is really more of a blue-plate 
special cafe despite the name. I opted for a hamburg-
er with sweet potato fries, and Mike had pork ribs. 
Based on the line that reached the door for counter 
service it is likely one of the best places to eat in town. 
Our food was delicious, and we were tempted by the 
desserts that included two kinds of cobbler and six 
pies, served with ice cream if you like. 

We headed home the way we came, using the “Pickle 
Parkway,” nickname for toll road 130. It is a ninety-
one-mile road that bypasses that traffic tangle that 
is Austin. You get on just prior to Georgetown and it 
goes all the way to Interstate 10 which was just a few 
miles from our destination. We were so surprised that 
for a good deal of the way the speed limit is 80 and 
were literally shocked to learn that once you pass the 
Austin area it is 85 mph! Your need for speed is cost-
ly though as travelling it one way for that distance 
will cost you about $20. We thoroughly enjoyed our 
glamping experience. We would have stayed another 
night had the weather not changed. We plan to go 
back and take our grandsons. It is a great spot for vis-
iting New Braunfels (where you can still take a glass 
bottom boat tour) as well as San Antonio and Austin, 
which are each about forty-five minutes away. I still 
want to sit by that firepit at night and do a little read-
ing on my Kindle while waiting for the butler to cook 
the catch of the day!

Reprinted with permission of the Silver Streak News-
letter TCU

the place on the internet too. A large family from 
Iowa arrived just before we did and were staying in 
the only three-bedroom two-bath traditional home on 
the property. They were playing a lively game of sand 
volleyball in swimsuits. It was 78 degrees which prob-
ably felt like mid-summer to them compared to Iowa 
in February. There are several on-site activities if sit-
ting by the fire or lying in a hammock doesn’t take up 
all of your leisure time. In addition to sand volleyball 
and the canoes, there are standing paddle boards, a 
rope swing that lets you catapult into the creek for 
swimming, a basketball goal and half court, as well 
as an indoor game room complete with shuffleboard. 
We chose to explore the surrounding area on the af-
ternoon we arrived. We drove into Seguin, one of the 
oldest towns in Texas, to find Pape’s Pecan House, 
a shop that supposedly sold native pecans. They no 
longer had those, but we compensated with some ex-
cellent mesquite smoked salsa. The Nutcracker Mu-
seum in this store was a surprise. The owner has a col-
lection of 8000 nutcrackers—the various kinds used 
for cracking nuts as well as the decorative types you 
think of for display at Christmas. 

On our way back to the campsite we came upon a 
beautiful field with Indian Paintbrush as well as a hot 
pink flower in full bloom. I wanted to stay there the 
rest of the day taking photos. Since we were in the 
part of Texas where good barbecue is practically a 
religion, we chose to eat out for dinner. A thirty-mile 
drive to either Luling or Lockhart gets you some of 
the best barbecue Texas has to offer. We chose Kruez 
Market in Lockhart for brisket and sausage. We re-
turned to our tent and sat on the deck in the 68-de-
gree temps until 10:00, feeling sorry for our family 
back home who told us the temps had plummeted to 
29 degrees.

The next morning, we woke up to forty-three degrees 
and rain. The only downside to the glamping here 
is the bathroom that is attached to your tent is out 
across the deck (bring your warm robe for early morn-
ing visits) and consists of an incinerator toilet only. 
You can look that up if you want more details. Shared 
showers and regular facilities are a short walk from 
each cabin—be sure to bring a flashlight if you ven-
ture out to these at night. The grounds are well-lit with 

ON ONE TANK OF GAS—GERONIMO 
CREEK RETREAT, CONTINUED
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LILY B. CLAYTON SPRING AUCTION

Neighbors, Lily B Clayton will be hosting their Lily B. 
Spring Auction on April 27th. This is our largest fund-
raising event of the year, and the money raised dur-
ing the auction helps our PTA invest $200–300 per 
student in academics, faculty support, etc. As a for-
mer FWISD teacher of twelve years, believe me when 

I tell you Lily B is special, and it’s the involvement of 
our families and neighbors that bring in and retain 
our fabulous teachers and staff and provide so many 
unique learning opportunities for students that other 
schools simply don’t have.  

We are asking that as a neighbor, you consider donat-
ing $5, $10, $50, $100, really any amount you feel is 
appropriate, to the Lily B Spring Auction before March 
30th if possible, so that we may recognize you in the 
program, or any time before April 27th.  Donating on-
line is quick and easy using the address provided, or 
you can drop a check in the mail. Your donation is 
deeply appreciated and is truly an investment in both 
the school and the value of our neighborhood.  lilyb.
givesmart.com 

BY LAURIE GEORGE
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BPA ANNUAL 
EASTER EGG HUNT
BY LAURIE GEORGE

Don’t forget the annual BPA Egg Hunt April 13th at 
Tillery Park! Our egg hunt will be divided up into a 
school-aged group, as well as an under five group. 
In addition to the hunt, we’ll have a petting zoo 
and lemonade and cookies for refreshments. This 
is such a fun tradition and we hope to see you all 
there! Please don’t forget to drop off a dozen pre-
filled plastic eggs to 1901 Ben Hall for each egg 
hunt participant.

PIANO LESSONS 
IN THE CONVENIENCE OF YOUR HOME

Lessons start at $110/month. Edward Brown
is an active member of the Fort Worth Music

Teachers association with 12 years of teaching
experience in and around Berkeley Place.

Call 469-487-6973 or email at
ejb0017@yahoo.com



APRIL 2019 | THE BERKELEY PLACE POOBAH 17

BY HOWARD COX

Although still in its infancy, home automation has 
progressed significantly over the last few years, and 
there is certainly no lack of products on the market. 
Whether you are entrenched in the technology or sim-
ply a casual user of a smart speaker (Amazon Alexa, 
Google Home, etc.) there is no question that this is a 
rapidly growing technology. I’ve spent a good deal of 
time testing (or my wife would say, “playing”) with a 
number of products in this space, so I thought it might 
be beneficial to go over a few terms and concepts for 
those interested but uncertain where to start. 

A basic automation term is “Internet of Things” (IoT) 
which simply means the interconnection (via the in-
ternet) of computing devices in everyday objects, e.g. 
light switches, speakers, alarm systems, etc. This in-
terconnection forms the basis for home automation. 
But just being on the internet doesn’t assure that 
your phone can talk to your coffee maker or your ga-
rage door opener can talk to your lights. 

Enter home automation systems! 

Below are a few terms critical to a basic understand-
ing of home automation:

Automation Systems—Most automation systems 
operate in a hub-and-spoke architecture. In other 
words, there is either some physical piece of equip-
ment (hub) and/or an app that communicates and 
controls multiple devices in its domain. A good exam-
ple of the physical hub is Samsung Smartthings while 
the Smart Life App operates without a hub.  

Automation Communication Methods—As men-
tioned previously, the internet provides the physical/
wireless connectivity of devices in many cases, but 
there are also wireless technologies that operate 
outside of the internet, such as Z-Wave and Zigbee. 
There are pros and cons for each but, suffice it to say, 
that it depends on the system you choose as to which 
method will be used.  

Automation Services—These are apps that facilitate 

HOME AUTOMATION

(continued on the next page)
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Design, Build & Maintenance 

communication between disparate systems to accom-
plish a more complex task. Let’s say that you would 
like to have your thermostat automatically turned up 
or down when you leave home. An automation service 
app can utilize the GPS on your phone and communi-
cate to your smart thermostat to lower the tempera-
ture by four degrees when your phone (you) leaves. 
Examples of automation services are IFTTT, Yonomi, 
Stringify, etc.

End Devices—At the end of the system are all the 
devices that we want to manipulate or draw infor-
mation from; e.g. door locks, sensors, thermostats, 
lights, appliances, etc. Some have intelligence built 
in, and others require an external device to provide 
the intelligence. 

Smart Speakers—Since this is one automation device 
that most people are familiar with, it’s worth singling 
out. The biggest players are Amazon Alexa, Google 
Home, and Apple HomePod. Smart Speakers can be 
used as simple stand-alone devices to search the inter-
net, play music, or amuse your kids; however, they can 
also integrate with other devices/systems to enhance 

their usefulness in home automation. A Smart Speaker 
could be considered a hub as well as an end device.

There is also a blurred line between home security 
and home automation now. Many security compa-
nies utilize the same technologies and products used 
in home automation, so going forward, it might be a 
good idea to plan for compatibility. 

If you are interested in pursuing a home automation 
solution, I suggest that you first decide what it is that 
you want to automate and go from there. That works 
much better than what I usually do, which is seek out 
the technology and then figure out how I can use it. 
Either way, I hope this information is helpful to you. 
I would be more than happy to help anyone seeking 
advice or technical support. I am not selling anything 
and have no stake in any of the companies involved. 
My number is (817) 692-4072 and you might want to 
text before calling because I typically don’t answer a 
call from an unknown number.

HOME AUTOMATION, CONTINUED
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Ben Hall Ct ........................Darien George ...........817-668-5870
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Dartmoor Ct ..................Sarah Pemberton ........682-225-3546
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Rockridge Terr. ...................Ruth McNeil .............817-927-8755
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As members of the Berkeley community we believe in upholding 
the values that have made our neighborhood great and look 

forward to serving you as friends and neighbors should.

No matter what your life goals may be, we can give you the 
financial tools to help make it a reality. Start planning with 

us at rhodessecurities.com.

endurance. strength. vision.

Helping our friends and 
neighbors for over 25 years.

Jim G. Rhodes
Berkeley Place

Gordon Rhodes
Glenco Terrace


