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We had our BPA meeting this week and 
discussed several pertinent issues re-
garding the neighborhood, including 
finances, budget, the survey, security, 
the website, and Tillery Park playground 
equipment. We have a lot to get accom-
plished this year, so I will do my best to 
update you on where we are currently 
and where we intend to go.

First, let’s discuss the recommendations 
made at the BPA meeting, what was 
voted on and approved versus what was 
postponed. The recommendations were 
built around the strategy to make as few 
as possible major changes and rather 
take a leveled, stair-step approach to 
make sure the BPA continues to be suc-
cessful, not reactionary, in the future 
with its budget and what it provides to 
the neighborhood. We discussed the 
results of the survey that over 140 resi-
dents participated in regarding expens-
es, security, the Poobah, and revenue.

Overwhelmingly, the neighborhood said 
that security was an issue, and some-

thing should be done about it. The ma-
jority said that the security cameras 
were the best option. My recommenda-
tion was to move forward with the secu-
rity cameras, but we decided to delay a 
vote until next month because I have dis-
cussed with Mistletoe Heights the possi-
bility of their neighborhood splitting the 
costs with us, which will lower the costs 
by about 50% to $5,000–$6,000. 

Second, the recommendation was to 
try and balance the budget by tak-
ing several steps to increase revenue 
and decrease expenses. Our wonder-
ful treasurer did some research, and 
it seems that as recently as 2014 the 
Poobah brought in close to $15,000 
in ad revenue, while this past year it 
only brought in $6,400. This is a dra-
matic drop in revenue for the associa-
tion, especially considering the Poobah 
costs approximately $11,000 a year to 
develop and print. While there are op-
tions to reduce those expenditures by 
going digital or only printing for those 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER, CONTINUED
that wish to pay for it, I personally think it is one of 
the things that is unique about our neighborhood and 
builds closer relationships and ties to the neighbor-
hood, so I would prefer to continue to print if possible. 
Due to this drop in revenue though, we must subsidize 
the Poobah through other means.

One option was that we start a Berkeley’s list that 
would raise ad revenue and combine it with some of 
the ad functions for the Poobah. Additionally, we vot-
ed to increase dues $10 to $30 per year per household. 
I did a lot of research and talked with other neigh-
borhoods and found that we are, by far, the cheapest 
in dues and provide the most for our neighborhood 
for those costs. Mistletoe Heights has a voluntary 
amount that is $15, $25, $50, or $100. Overwhelm-
ingly the residents give $100 on a 2 to 1 basis. It was 
suggested that we make this part of our plan as well.  
Regular dues will be $30, but you can voluntarily give 
$50 or $100. We also voted to no longer print the di-
rectory but rather put it on the website. The directory 
would be behind a firewall and only residents would 
have access via email and password.

Now, we can only do this if we redo the website, which 

has been a priority of mine for some time. I tried to 
go the free route with someone local, but that didn’t 
work out; it has been nine months, and they no longer 
live in the neighborhood. I looked at multiple compa-
nies and recommendations from residents. I finally 
found one that seems to understand what we want, 
has the experience and a vast collection of work that 
is impressive, and was able to negotiate the fee down 
to a very reasonable $750. This will easily pay for itself 
over the course of one year with no printed directory. 
In addition, this will allow us to keep the directory up 
to date regularly, not just every other year. 

I also had a few minor updates on old and new busi-
ness. The silent railroad seems to be moving forward 
faster than we anticipated. Construction has already 
begun on Mistletoe Blvd due to the apartments, and 
my understanding is that negotiations for the silent 
crossing on Windsor are ongoing but should be final-
ized soon. We have met with TPW at the city about 
further safety enhancements on Forest Park. John Cor-
nelsen has been offering free counsel and services on 
trying to find the best solution. I have also met with 

(Continued on page 3) 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER, CONTINUED
Ann Zadeh, and we are now going to work with Mistle-
toe Heights to apply for a complete streets makeover 
along Forest Park. This would put us in line to get some 
serious bond money, if they find we are eligible, to pos-
sibly put in some raised medians and safe crosswalks. 
I also met with the city about Tillery Park and nego-
tiated to keep two of the existing playground pieces 
that are there, the merry-go-round and the small slides, 
and replace the other equipment with an age five-to-
twelve slides and new swing set, etc. When I get a new 
layout in the next four to six weeks, I will send out to 
the neighborhood. Finally, several of the residents on 
Windsor proposed some traffic calming solutions that 
we have presented to the city and Ann Zadeh’s office. 
TPW is going to analyze the street, the proposals, and 
get back to the BPA on their findings. 

I have made it through my first year and am well on 
my way to finishing my second. It will be over before 
we all know it. Let me tell you, it is a lot more hours 
than I expected, and I appreciate those of you that 
have expressed thoughts of appreciation for the time 
and effort that your board and volunteers put into it. I 
have several priorities over the final year with the ulti-

mate goal of leaving the BPA in great shape for future 
administrations and residents. My priorities remain 
trying to finalize the silent railroad for the neighbor-
hoods, complete the redesign of the website, continue 
work on making Forest Park safe for pedestrians, fi-
nalize a security option, and make sure BPA is in good 
shape financially. I want to also assure that future ad-
ministrations will be able to handle a potential com-
plete street makeover for Forest Park, traffic calming 
for Windsor, and be prepared to respond to financials 
better for the future. 

817-332-4441
1700 University Drive
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

GROW Fall Festival
Saturday, October 13

Join us in the Fort Worth Botanic Garden for a FREE 
event on Saturday, October 13, from 1-4:00 p.m. to 
explore the Backyard Veggie Garden, plant seeds, 
dissect pumpkins, and discover why pumpkins are so 
much more than just a jack-o-lantern. 

Don’t miss out on the fun and excitement for the whole family!

GROW Fall Festival is a come-and-go community event. 
Registration is not required. 

BRIT.ORG/GROW
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MINUTES OF THE BERKELEY PLACE ASSOCIATION

•   Tillery Park Update: Some old 
equipment will remain, and new 
equipment will be built around 
it. New drawings ready in four 
weeks

•   Forest Park: Met again with 
TPW on revisions for additional 
safety, also work with Mistletoe 
Heights on applying for a com-
plete streets from city for future.

 
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 
11, 2018 at 8:00 p.m. 

Adjourned

•   Seek a partnership with the 
Mistletoe Heights Association 
regarding getting security cam-
eras recording cars/people en-
tering and leaving the neighbor-
hood. This was tabled for the 
purpose of gathering additional 
information.

•   Publish the BPA Directory 
digitally instead of print. This 
passed unanimously.

•   Continue publishing the Poo-
bah both digitally and print. This 
passed unanimously

•   Develop a Berkeley List to pro-
vide additional ad revenue. Form 
a committee to recommend de-
tails for the BPA “Angie’s List” 
type of recommendation service. 
This passed unanimously.

•   Contract professional website 
development for the BPA web-
site for $750 through Allissa Wil-
son. This passed unanimously.

•   Continue to seek cost cutting 
options. 

•   The BPA sent Windsor Place traf-
fic calming suggestions to the 
City of Fort Worth Transportation 
and Public Works Department.

CALL TO ORDER: Darien George

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approved 

Neighborhood Patrol Officer & 
John Holmes were present. 

Dawson Oswalt: The BPA Poobah 
monthly newsletter had a deficit 
of $6000 for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2018. The end of year bal-
ance was $18,441 cash on hand. 
Expenditures exceeded revenue by 
$6,289. The Poobah often has more 
treasury details that are separate 
from the minutes. See page 8 for 
more details.

Darien George, President, proposed to:

•   Increase annual dues to $30 from 
the present $20. This passed 
with an amendment relating 
to adding additional voluntary 
dues amounts options.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 AT 8 P.M. AT SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST IN FORT WORTH, TX

MEETING OPENER OLD BUSINESS

SECURITY UPDATE

NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT
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“GOOD FENCES MAKE GOOD NEIGHBORS”
—FROM MENDING WALL, BY ROBERT FROST

After reading Darien George’s re-
cent president’s report in which 
he describes the gates he and his 
neighbors cut into their back-yard 
fences, I was inspired to share our 
experience with the common fence 
between our house and our neigh-
bors, the Butlers. 

We replaced the original fence be-
tween our back yards several years 
ago. It was a mismatched combi-
nation of segments of charming 
old rock wall and newer—but not 
as charming—chain link. Our kids, 
who are the same ages, would 
climb over the chain link fence to 
play in each other’s yards. 

When the time came to replace it, 

we jointly decided on a design that 
repurposed the old rock to make 
columns and filled the spaces in 
between with wrought iron. Most 
importantly, the new design incor-
porated a gate, so that the kids 
could pass freely in between the 
yards. We also kept the fence low, 
around four feet high, so that the 
adults could see each other and 
easily converse over the fence. 

Over the years our gate has been 
used countless times. It has be-
come a treasured feature of our 
back yard. The low, transparent 
fence allows the kids to immedi-
ately see when their neighbors are 
out playing. Inevitably they will 
drop everything and race outside 

to join them. As we go about our 
backyard chores, the low fence 
also provides the adults the oppor-
tunity for an impromptu conversa-
tion or a passing wave. 

I have found that a low fence with 
a gate does for the back yard what 
front porches and sidewalks do for 
the front yard. As the kids grow 
up and life grows ever busier, I ap-
preciate more and more having a 
friendly fence that keeps us close 
as neighbors.
 

BY AMY BROWN

Ruth Story
Broker Associate
817.992.9232
Ruth@KWStoryGroup.com

Kati Story
Buyer Specialist

817.992.6817
Kati@KWStoryGroup.com

Representing families in your neighborhood
with the highest of  standards.

www.RuthStoryOnline.com
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BRAVE NEW 
BEGINNINGS
BY LESLIE HUNT

Laura and Andy Thomas are 
the brave souls who purchased 
2201 Windsor Place last year. 
When the house was for sale, 
I walked through it, so I had 
seen the “before” condition and 
knew how much work needed to 
be done. I was beyond excited 
to see the “after” product, and 
to say that I was impressed is a 
massive understatement! 

Laura and Andy did a fabulous 
job restoring their home so that 
it maintains the integrity of the 
original design. They kept as 
much of the historical elements 
as they could despite the fact 
that doing so was often more 

(continued on the next page)

Local closings of vacation homes  Whether buying or selling, 
It’s great to close with a neighbor!

1555 Rio Grande Avenue | Fort Worth, Texas 76102 | Thetobinfirm.com
stobin@veritastitlepartners.com | 817.502.2199

VERITAS TITLE
C. Stephen Tobin

Closing Attorney | Escrow Officer 

Residential
Farm-and-Ranch

Commercial
Refinancing

Vacation Homes

We close nationwide. 
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BRAVE NEW BEGINNINGS, CONTINUED
expensive. They could not be 
happier with the result, and 
they, along with their children 
—Clara, age 14, Audra, age 
11, and James, age seven—
love being a part of our won-
derful Berkeley neighborhood. 

Andy grew up in Detroit, Michi-
gan and Laura is from Cam-
eron, Texas, (near Waco). The 
couple met while interning 
in our nation’s capital during 
their senior year in col-
lege. Andy was attend-
ing the University of 
Detroit and Laura was 
attending TCU. Both 
graduated and then re-
turned to Washington, 
D.C. where they lived for 
about five years. Laura 
and Andy were married 
while living in D.C., and 
Clara was born in 2004. 
In 2005, they decided to 
move to Fort Worth to 
be closer to family. 

Before having children, 
Laura worked in public 
relations and commu-
nications for non-prof-
it agencies. She took 
some time off from 
working outside the 
home after having three 
children. And, when 
she was ready to re-
turn to the professional 
world, she ventured into 
the world of residen-
tial real estate. You’ve 
likely seen her signs up 
around the area be-
cause she is currently a 
successful realtor with 
Virginia Cook. Andy, on 

the other hand, teaches at Fort 
Worth Country Day. As part of 
his job, he often gets to return to 
his old D.C. stomping grounds by 
participating in a program that 
regularly takes a group of Coun-
try Day students to Washington. 

One fun fact about the Thomas 
family is that they are suckers for 
road trips. They’ve loaded up the 
family for drives to California, 
Hilton Head, Florida, and Michi-

gan. The kids are accustomed to 
leaving at 4:00 a.m. and are ex-
cellent travelers. 

When they have time for a 
date night, Laura and Andy 
enjoy the Capital Grille. The 
last concert they attended was 
George Strait.  

Please help me welcome this 
spunky, fun family to Berkeley!



Hello neighbors, my apologies 
that I have left you all hanging 
without news of the current finan-
cial status or update. Last year 
we ran at a deficit of ~$6,000. 
This was primarily caused by a 
significant decline in Poobah ad-
vertising revenue. This is a con-
tinuation of the trend for the 
last three years. Our volunteer 
who manages the ad rev-
enue for the Poobah moved 
out of the neighborhood 
a couple of years ago, and 
the position has not been 
filled since. I believe a lack 
of focus (understandably) 
is the cause for the down-
turn in advertising revenue. 
Although a deficit is never 
good, due to the prudence 
of the prior BPA board, we 
have been given a gener-
ous surplus that remains. 
The recent increase in dues 
to $30 should also assist. I 
must also apologize for the 
lack of focus on the dues 
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TREASURER’S REPORT
BY DAWSON OSWALT

Gifts, Décor, Dining

DISHES ENCORE
3811 Rutledge Street
(at 3900 W. Vickery) 
Fort Worth, TX 76107

www.dishesencore.com

817-744-8548

New & Available to Our Shoppers

As seen in your favorite restaurants , , ,

Tailgating, Anniversary, Wedding, Celebration Gifts 

Spode Woodland

Lenox Autumn

receipts and deposits. I have 
received some coaching from 
prior treasurers and will amend 
my process moving forward. 
Time has been a very limited 
resource at the moment.

It is a new fiscal year so dues 
are due again. If you did not 
catch on above, dues have been 

increased to $30 per year, however, 
you always have the options to pay 
more. Payments by PayPal are pre-
ferred but you can mail checks to the 
PO Box or pay your street rep. I hope 
you all enjoy the cooler weather.

Your Freindly Neighborhood Treasurer, 
Dawson
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BERKELEY CHEERSBERKELEY FALL 
GARAGE SALE

Give a shout-out to neighbors who have done 
something you appreciate! Here are a few good 
deeds that we’ve experienced lately. Just send 
your cheer to subiegreen@bellsouth.net to be 
included in the next issue of the Poobah.

Cheers to my neighbors on Berkeley Place for 
helping out when my husband had a stroke in 
June. A special thank you to The Chang family 
who made it possible for me to continue work-
ing at my shop by checking on my husband 
daily, taking in and putting out our trash bins, 
offering food, and just being there for me when 
I needed a morale boost.  Also, Darcy Sety who 
monitored my husband’s progress and brought 
gifts to him to keep his mood positive. Ole Loren-
zetti isn’t to be forgotten. Although traveling he 
stayed in touch via Facebook Messenger, sent 
get-well cards from faraway places and stopped 
by bearing gifts upon his return. If I have forgot-
ten anyone, thank you for being there for the 
Alexander Family, 1915 Berkeley Place
—Melinda Alexander

The Berkeley Fall Garage Sale will be held 
on Saturday, October 13th, with a rain 
date of Saturday, October 20th. Permits 
are no longer needed! There will be ad-
vertising in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
(print and online edition). Even if you can’t 
participate, this is a wonderful time to 
walk around and get to know your love-
ly neighbors! Contact Whitney Thomp-
son with questions (wbthompson2004@
gmail.com). 
 

FROM SUBIE GREEN

Visit happygardens.net to learn more, read client testimonials, and take a 

browse our professional portfolio. 

817 921 3639 • info@happygardens.net • happygardens.net • facebook.com/happygardens  
• houzz.com/pro/happygardens 

Design, Build & Maintenance 
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                                      Monthly Lawn & Garden Checklist 
January 

Service lawn mower 
Prune Trees and Roses 
Prepare garden soils 
Spray All Seasons Oil Spray for scale 
Buy and plant Fruit Trees 
Use Calloway’s Tree & Shrub Planting Mix 

 
February 

Apply weed preemergent as recommended 
Use Bonide Crabgrass Preventer with 
Dimension for grassy and broadleaf weeds or 
Bonide Weed Beater Complete Granules for  
pre & post control!  
Purchase Caladium Bulbs 
Plant or transplant Trees and Shrubs 
Spray dandelions (another broadleaf weed) with 
Bonide Weed Beater Southern 

 
March 

For new lawns apply 
Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 21-5-10 
For mature lawns apply Calloway’s Premium 
Phosphorus Free Lawn Food 21-0-0 
Apply Turf Soil Builder; it revives the soil! 
Spray visible Winter weeds with 
Bonide Weed Beater Southern 
Plant Spring flowers using Calloway’s Flower Bed Mix 
Purchase Caladium Bulbs 
Amend vegetable beds with Calloway’s  
Organic Compost 

 
April 

Plant Spring Bulbs 
Plant Caladium Bulbs after the 15th 
Feed Trees and Shrubs with Calloway’s 
Professional 16-8-8 Tree & Shrub Food 
Watch for fungus and brown patch; apply  
Bonide Infuse Systemic Fungicide as needed 
Prune Shrubs 
Apply Bonide Weed Beater Southern to stop 
broadleaf weeds 
Plant Spring annuals and perennials then fertilize with 
Calloway’s 14-14-14 or Calloway’s Amazing Gardens 

 
May 

Apply 2nd application of preemergents for crabgrass 
and grass burrs 
Apply Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 
 Apply Turf Soil Builder; it revives the soil!  
Apply Sedge Ender for nutsedge 
Spray established weeds with 
Bonide Weed Beater Southern 

June 
Watch for scale on Crapemyrtles 
Treat web worms on Trees and Shrubs with 
Summit Caterpillar & Worm Killer 
Apply Fungicide to stop lawn fungus 
Treat insect problems on lawns or ornamentals 
with Bonide Eight Insect Control  
Control fire ants with Amdro or Bayer Fire Ant Killer 
Watch for June bugs (adult grub worms) see below 
Apply Natural CedarCide to deter mosquitoes 

        

July 
At mid-month treat for grubs with Bayer Season 
Long Grub Killer or Bonide Eight Insect  
Control 
Feed Trees and Shrubs with Calloway’s 
Professional 16-8-8 Tree & Shrub Food 
Water pots and hanging baskets daily 
Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings 

 
August 

Treat insect problems 
Water pots and hanging baskets daily 
Water lawns, 1” per week, best done in early mornings 

 
September 

Use Bonide Crabgrass Preventer with Dimension 
for grassy and broadleaf weeds or Bonide Weed 
Beater Complete Granules for pre & post control! 
Fertilize lawns with Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 
Apply Turf Soil Builder; it revives the soil! 

  Plant Fall Flowers 
  Watch for fungus in lawns and, if necessary, treat with 
  Bonide Infuse Spray or Granules 

 
October 

Purchase Spring Bulbs. Tulips and Hyacinths must 
spend 45 days in refrigeration 
Winterize lawns with Calloway’s Premium Lawn Food 
Plant Pansies and fertilize with Calloway’s 
Professional Pansy Food 

 
November 

Time to Plant Wildflower Seeds 
 
December 

Plant bulbs 1st of month, using Jobe’s Bone Meal 
to provide nutrients 
Prune Trees 
 

                      
 For store hours and locations visit Calloways.com   2018
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YARD OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our October Yard of the Month Win-
ners, Georgi Roberts and Walter Payne, of 2109 Rock-
ridge Terrace. Georgi and Walter have landscaped their 
western-facing home with full sun- and drought-tolerant 
plants. They chose two unusual trees for North Texas on 
either side of their walkway, a palo verde and a mesquite, 
both of which can handle lots of sun. They also planted 
Mexican feather grass, trailing rosemary, and several large 
guava plants, and included other succulents throughout 
the landscaping. While they may have decreased their 
water bill significantly, they have increased the beauty of 
their home with their distinctive lawn. Thank you to Geor-
gi and Walter for keeping Berkeley beautiful and a spe-
cial thanks to Calloway’s for sponsoring our Yard of the 
Month winners. Be sure to visit Calloway’s for all of your 
garden needs and see their monthly tips in the Poobah.  

BY JENNI COLE



BERKELEY PLACE ASSOCIATION 2017–2018 OFFICERS
OFFICERS
President ...........................Darien George ...........817-917-4064
V.P., President Elect .........Jeff Whitfield ............ 214-502-3876
Secretary ......................... Charles Dreyfus ..........817-924-9827
Treasurer ..........................Dawson Oswalt ..........817-235-1304
Past President ................... Jason Brown ............ 817-239-9109

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Berkeley Buzz E-mail ...........................Buzz@berkeleyplace.org
Berkeley Place Historian ....Howard Cox .............817-378-4169
City Hall .............................. Jason Brown ............ 817-239-9109
League of Neighborhoods .. Randy Means............ 817-921-4565
Lily B. Liaison .....................Debra Million ............817-924-3491
Membership .....................Tess McDonald ......... 817-923-7751
TEX Rail ............................Weldon Johnson .........817-927-2960
.............................................Garrett Tucker ...........817-923-8190
Tillery Park Liaison ...........Wayne Olson ............ 817-926-0946
Traffic .............................Raymond Coffman .......817-276-4238
Security ................................ Stuart Isgur ............. 817-923-5329
Social .................................Adrienne Grant ...........817-688-1766     
Web Master ......................Holly Shipman ...........817-680-7681
Welcome Wagon ................Leslie Hunt ..............817-731-1988
Yard of the Month ...............Jenni Cole ...............817-300-3085

NEWSLETTER CHAIRS
Poobah Editor ......................Judy Alter ...............817-924-8557
Poobah Ad Sales ................Amy Larkin ..............817-307-0783 
Poobah Distribution ..........Subie Green .............682-703-2560

STREET REPS
Ben Hall Ct ........................Darien George ...........817-668-5870
Berkeley Place ............ Jim & Peggy Rhodes .....817-926-2851
Chatburn Ct ........................ John Hobbs .............817-480-1482 
Dartmoor Ct ..................Sarah Pemberton ........ 682-225-3546
Forest Park E .................. Laura Bartholdt..........817-924-3120
Forest Park W ................... Staci Pearson ........... 214-543-2959
Forest Park Towers .............. D.D.Sety ................817-889-2919
Glenco Terr. ............Donna & Vance Laminack .817-927-3090
Hawthorne Ave W. ........... Nick Tedford ............817-773-6873 
Huntington Ln. ...................Mike Rabito ............. 817-924-0660
Kensington Dr. ..............Maggie Arendsee ........817-917-5049
Park Place E. ............ John & Jackie McCorkle ..817-692-6619 
Park Place W. ................. Charles Dreyfus ..........817-924-9827
Patton Ct ......................... Morgan Dishron .........682-300-8983
Pembroke Dr. .............. Doug & Linda Clyma .....817-927-7993
Rockridge Terr. ...................Ruth McNeil .............817-927-8755
Stanley N. .................Kate & Michael Cochran ..210-288-7520
Stanley S. ................... Paul & Lindsey Childs  ...817-296-0886
Ward Pkwy. ................Janice & Brian Barrett ....817-862-7989
Warner N. ...............................Erin East ................ 817-966-2937
Warner S. ..................Steven & Megan Fahey ...832-724-7075
Wilshire Blvd. ....................... Julie Fuller ..............817-807-1435
Windsor Pl. ........................Gregg Lehman ...........817-924-1616

SECURITY
Fort Worth Non-Emergency ................................ 817-392-4222
Neighborhood Patrol Officer ........................................................
Cory Carpenter ...................................................... 817-999-8057
Fort Worth Community Engagement Liaison ..........817-392-2045
Jacob Browning ..................   jacob.browning@fortworthtexas.gov

Berkeley's Neighborhood 
Yoga Studio

Kundalini Yoga and Meditation 
Hatha Yoga - Kids Yoga 

Restorative Yoga 

rajayogafortworth.com
2483 Forest Park Blvd


